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Launching

UMC Data Hackathon: Bridging the Digital Divide by 
Uncovering Digital Deserts

UMC Data hackathon

Webinars

Volunteering mentors 
from BDT and NCA-F

On 14 January and 11 
February 2026

• Innovative data sources – 
combining geospatial, big 
data, administrative and 
statistical sources

• Statistical methods

Teams’ work

Intermediate 
deliverables:

• Problem description

• Data sources and 
processing

• Preliminary results

Preselection 

Teams of mentors 
assessed 21 
preselected projects: 

• Diversity and 
documentation of data 
sources 

• Analytical methods 

• Visual presentation 

• Relevance of policy 
recommendations

Winners 

3 winning teams (India, 
Palestine, Cambodia)

7 outstanding projects 
(Korea, Mozambique, 
Bangladesh, Jordan, 
Malawi, India, 
Ghana/Kenya/Niger)

Annouced at WTIS-
25, registration open 
until 31 December 
2025 through the ITU 
Academy

• 104 teams, 413 
participants, 35 
countries

• 35% women

ITUWTIS
Geneva2026
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UMC Data Hackathon: Mentors

Mr Jose Luis Cervera-Ferri
Senior Project 
Manager
ICT Data and  Analytics 
Division
ITU

Ms Esperanza Magpantay
Senior Statistician
ICT Data and Analytics 
Division
ITU

ITUWTIS
Geneva2026

Ms Viviana Umpierrez
Senior Statistician
ICT Data and Analytics Division
ITU

Mr Fredrick Erikson
Data Scientist
ICT Data and 
Analytics Division
ITU

Mr Nathan Menton
Statistician
ICT Data and Analytics 
Division
ITU

Ms Nehal Desai
Statistical Assistant
ICT Data and Analytics Division
ITU

Mr Sebastien Peytrignet
Project Officer Future Networks 
and Spectrum Management 
Division
ITU

Ms Akanksha Sharma 
Programme Officer
Area Office for South East Asia & 
Innovation 
ITU

Sh Shashank 
Shekhar Agarwal 
Deputy 
Director Department of 
Telecommunications (DoT)
Government of India

Mr Amarnath 
Ojha
Director National 
Communications 
Academy Finance (NCA-F)
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Data Hackathon winning teams
Bridging the digital divide by uncovering digital deserts

ITUWTIS
Geneva2026

QBits NextPlease FortiData

Co-financed and 
Organized by

Sponsored by
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