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• The Pact for the Future and its Global Digital 
Compac t me ntion da ta  90  time s

• Launch of Working  Group on Da ta  
Gove rnance  a t a ll le ve ls

• Para lle l Working  Group on Da ta  Gove rnance  
by the  UN Sta tis tica l Commis s ion e ns ure s  
te chnica l rigor

Coord ina te d  by the  Committe e  on Sc ie nce  
and  Te chnology for De ve lopme nt (CSTD) a t 
UNCTAD

Focus  on inc lus ive , rights - bas e d  gove rnance , 
inte rope rab ility, and  trus te d  da ta  flows



Fourth International 
Conference on Financing 
for Development (FfD4)

• Outcome Document: Strongest 
ever emphasis on data

• Recognizes data as:
A s tra te g ic  a s s e t for de ve lopme nt
Es s e ntia l for trans pa re ncy, 

accountab ility, and  trus t
A founda tion for d ig ita liza tion, AI, and  

re ve nue  mode rniza tion
• Calls  for pre d ic tab le  financ ing  and  

capac ity build ing  for na tiona l 
s ta tis tica l s ys te ms



SPA initiative - FfD4 and the Future of Data: 
Strengthening Systems for Sustainable Financing

• Embed data and statistics a t the  core  of 
financ ing  s tra te g ie s  to  de live r on a ll FfD4 
ambitions

• Spearheaded by Colombia , Norway, 
Unite d  Kingdom, Canada , Ire land , 
Mald ive s , Nige ria , Switze rland  + UN 
age nc ie s  & c ivil s oc ie ty

• Strategic pillars:

 Efficient Financing : Align s upport with 
na tiona l p riorit ie s  and  improve  coord ina tion

 Future -Proofing : Inve s t in te ch- re ady, 
AI- compa tib le , and  innova tive  da ta  s ys te ms

 Political Commitment : Stre ngthe n 
c ros s - s e c tor collabora tion and  long- te rm 
inve s tme nt in na tiona l da ta  s ys te ms



Bridging the Digital Divide with Data

FfD4 highlights persistent digital divides:

 Connectivity, access, and use

 Infrastructure, innovation, and data gaps

 Data  can e nhance domestic resources , innova tion, 
d ig ita l investment , and impactful development 
cooperation

 Strong da ta  s ys te ms  can be  e ffe c tive  in build ing
resilience , transparency , and stability .

Yet, ICT statistics are underdeveloped, 
e s pe c ia lly in de ve loping countrie s



Two sides of Digital Development Stats
Close collaboration of ITU and UNCTAD

• ITU: Household surveys

• UNCTAD: Business surveys

Together, they provide both sides of digital 
transformation

• Data gaps are large due to the lack of 
financial and human resources in countries

 ICT- us e  by bus ine s s e s : 6 7 countrie s

 e - comme rce  s ta tis t ic s : 4 8  countrie s  

Informa l d ig ita l ac tivity ofte n mis s e d  

• In many de ve loping  countrie s  hous e holds  do 
“bus ine s s ” ac tivitie s  without re g is te ring



Capacity development efforts

Key activities:
• Me thodologica l de ve lopme nt
• Capac ity build ing
• Digita l tools  for s ta tis tic ians
• Tas k Group on Me as uring  E- comme rce  Va lue  

80+ e xpe rts  from ~3 0  countrie s  & organiza tions  (inc l. ITU)
De ve loping  guide line s  & re comme nda tions
Focus  on bus ine s s  s urve ys  a s  primary da ta  s ource
Exploring  me thods  to capture  informa l d ig ita l ac tivity



Call to Action
• FfD4 and SPA call for:

• Business statistics to be part of this agenda
• Can we scale up support together?
• How to enhance funding for data

capacities?

 Sca ling  up  inve s tme nt in da ta  s ys te ms

 Stre ngthe ning  inte rope rab ility and  innova tion

 Supporting  na tiona l e fforts  to  colle c t 
d is aggre ga te d , high- qua lity da ta



Thank you
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