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INTRODUCTION

On  23 May the Green Digital Action Summit took place on the Global Leaders and AI
Stage of GITEX Europe at Messe Berlin.

Hosted by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the German
Environment Agency (UBA) the first -ever Green Digital Action Summit was an essential
gathering at the intersection of digital innovation and climate action. The Summit
reflected on the progress made since the COP29 Green Digital Action Declaration and
set the stage for further momentum toward sustainable technology solutions,
especially in anticipation of COP30 in Brazil.

The Summit convened almost 50 expert speakers, including government ministers,
regulators, industry leaders, academics, and civil society representatives.

Speakers addressed the challenges and opportunities in green tech, policy
development, and digital innovation that will help shape the future of our collective
environmental stewardship. This document summarizes key messages. 



The sessions explored the intersections of digital technology, sustainability, and climate action.
Key themes included the role of digital policy and regulation in integrating environmental
considerations into technology deployment, fostering interdisciplinary cooperation, and aligning
digital infrastructure with renewable energy goals. Discussions addressed the surge in energy
consumption by AI systems, strategies for reducing environmental impacts, and the use of AI and
big data to support equitable energy transitions. Investment in green digital infrastructure and
transparency in climate reporting were emphasized as vital for guiding the digital sector toward
achieving net-zero emissions.

In the afternoon, sessions delved into aligning digital innovation with environmental standards,
while fireside chats highlighted cross-sector collaboration using AI to address challenges in
climate, health, and agriculture. The event closed with forward-looking discussions on Green AI
skills for workforce sustainability and technology's role in advancing climate action in the context
of the upcoming UNFCCC climate conference (COP30). A digital art presentation rounded off the
programme.
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpoIPNlF8P2PYW89pl0P9B-Mzpl_wxZm4


KEY MESSAGES
Collaboration and Investment
Mobilizing green digital infrastructure requires both
public and private investment, with clear regulatory
frameworks to guide resilience, lifecycle
assessment, and interoperability.

Technology alone isn’t directional - it’s shaped by
values, economics and regulation. International and
interdisciplinary cooperation will be critical to
scaling sustainable digital systems and  to steer AI
toward the just energy transition we need.

“To encourage a net-positive AI impact, cross-
industry collaboration is very important. How
can the  health sector learn from the finance
sector; how can the advanced manufacturing
sector learn from the energy sector?
Ginelle Greene-Dewasmes, Lead, Artificial
Intelligence and Energy, World Economic Forum

Skills for Inclusion
Building a workforce equipped with green digital
and AI skills is essential to ensure all countries and
communities can participate in and benefit from
the twin transition. Targeted reskilling policies must
accompany technological deployment to avoid
leaving vulnerable groups behind.

“We estimate that millions of jobs can be
created in the green economy but this needs
investment in reskilling and upskilling.”
Beate Andrees, Assistant Director-General &
Regional Director of the ILO Regional Office for
Europe and Central Asia 

Twin Transition
Discussions throughout the Summit converged on a
shared recognition: Digital transformation must
advance in tandem with environmental sustainability -
requiring alignment of climate and digital strategies
and green-by-design infrastructure. 

“Digital tools can help fight the climate crisis, but
the industry must also take responsibility for its
own environmental impact.”
Tomas Lamanauskas, Deputy Secretary-General, ITU

“The twin green and digital transformations move
in parallel in two silos and we need to overcome
this”. 
Dirk Messner, President, UBA

Standards as enablers
Common methodologies for measuring
environmental impacts of digital technologies are
indispensable for transparency and accountability.

“Standardization is a mindset…we need a common
metrics, a common language—so companies talk
about the same thing, competitors can compare
results, and civil society gets transparency.”
Christoph Winterhalter, Chairman of the Executive
Board, DIN

From data to action
Precise estimates for GHG emissions from the digital
technology sector remain elusive. Reliable data on
GHG emissions and energy use from the sector are
needed for policymaking, target setting, and progress
reporting.

“We still don’t know how much energy AI
consumes after all these years. There is really no
way around understanding all the environmental
impacts along the entire AI supply chain.” 
Kilian Vieth-Ditlmann, Head of Policy, Algorithm Watch



NEXT STEPS
The twin green and digital transitions require a balanced approach, leveraging digital
technologies as enablers of innovative solutions to address climate change and environmental
challenges, while ensuring that the emissions generated by these technologies are accurately
accounted for and effectively mitigated.

The Green Digital Action (GDA) initiative has been a key driver in this effort, fostering
collaboration among stakeholders to advance sustainable digital practices. In the context of the
GDA GHG emissions pillar, ITU is spearheading efforts to develop a global database for tracking
ICT sector energy consumption and GHG emissions. Efforts are also underway to shed light on the
environmental footprint of artificial intelligence (AI). The GDA Green Computing working group is
developing a testing plan to examine AI use cases and workloads, aiming to improve
transparency and enable actionable assessments, building on the key findings in the recently
published report Measuring What Matters: How to Assess AI’s Environmental Impact.

As the third edition of the Green Digital Action Track approaches at COP30, the world has a
unique opportunity to double down on digital solutions as enablers of accelerated climate
progress. By integrating digital technologies into climate strategies with greater ambition - while
accounting for their footprint and energy consumption - countries can pave the way for a greener,
more sustainable future.

GDA will continue working closely with its global community, reinforcing its commitment to
leveraging digital technologies for accelerated climate action and addressing critical gaps in
methodologies and transparency. Building on the success of the first Green Digital Action
Summit, the event will return next year, providing a platform for stakeholders to share insights,
showcase progress, and collaborate on innovative strategies to further the twin green and digital
transitions.

https://www.itu.int/hub/publication/s-gen-gda-001-2025/
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