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Excellencies,
Industry leaders,
Distinguished colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

· It is a great pleasure for me to be in Paris today to open the third meeting of the Broadband Commission for Digital Development.
· On behalf of His Excellency President Paul Kagame, I want to extend to you his apologies for not having been able to join us today in this meeting. I will personally make sure that he stays well informed about the progress made during this meeting, so he can re-join our efforts in Geneva in October.

· It is an honour to have once again as co-vice chairs my esteemed colleagues, Dr Hamadoun Touré, Secretary-General of ITU, and Ms Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO. From their respective organizations and through their energy and enthusiasm, they are assisting in the progress of the ambitious work plan that we all defined for the Commission.
· This is the first meeting of this group in 2011, although many commissioners have already met in smaller groups focused around specific topics. From education to youth, and climate change to public-private-partnerships, the Commission has continued to stay active. We will receive an account of the progress made by each working group during the day.

· Before handing back the floor to Ms Bokova I wanted to share with you a few ideas related with the goal of this commission that I hope will be further developed during the day.

· We have progressed notably since we started our activities, just over a year ago. Our recommendations, reflected in the report of the commission delivered to Ban Ki-moon last September, have been widely spread across the globe and echoed repeatedly. 
· From the UN General Assembly to the Fourth LDC Summit or the recent meeting of the G8 held in France, global leaders have recognized the vital role of broadband for social and economic development, and for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.

· Although the initial results of our work are already visible we are still far from our goal. Our “Declaration of Broadband Inclusion for All” has sparked the interest of many nations and population groups, in particular from developing countries, which are gradually realizing that high-speed and high-capacity broadband is their gateway to fully benefiting from the information society. 

· But this shift hasn’t yet produced the transformation we all want to see.

· In many countries there are still too many obstacles in the way of faster and more inclusive deployment of broadband. In many sectors there is still not a clear model on how to adopt broadband to improve services for the benefit of all. In many areas, living conditions are not getting better, but worse, creating a poverty cycle that becomes ever-harder to break.
· In our previous meetings we have discussed extensively about the key contribution of the ICT sector to help generate jobs, growth, productivity and, ultimately, long-term economic competitiveness. We know it is true and we know how to do it. Our challenge is to turn our experience and recommendations into concrete goals that can be met between now and 2015.

· We have to look at best practices worldwide and bring together all the players of digital development: government and regulators; carriers; suppliers of equipment and devices; application and content developers; and – most importantly – end users, the people who stand most to benefit from our work.
· This is the challenge that lies ahead of us. A challenge that will need our active contribution and engagement. 

· I invite you all to keep these ideas in mind throughout the day so we can continue the successful work of this Commission beyond this meeting. 

Thank you.
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