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Abstract:  
This paper reports on outcomes from the Corpus Protocols project that investigated opportunities 
and challenges for data and text mining commercial news content, including licensing, storage and 
accessibility of data, and communication between researchers and publishers1. Related research in 
digital humanities and digital libraries has concentrated on methodologies, overviews and 
accessibility2345. This paper focuses on research in corpus linguistics based on digital news data, 
including the Declassified Documents Reference System and the Times Digital Archive. Modernising 
Copyright and published draft regulations for UK legislation indicate new opportunities for libraries 
to support research using digital newspapers67. Some publishers have pledged to bring more content 
online8, and others are exploring sustainable commercial models for widening access to big data. 
This paper explores issues of research data management, innovations in web technologies for big 
data, and how research based on this kind of data satisfies requirements for the security of 
commercial news data in the context of emerging legislation. We identify potential conflicts this 
raises for research libraries and researchers. 
 

                                                           
1 Corpus Protocols is funded by Horizon Digital Economy Research (http://www.horizon.ac.uk), and is part of 
the DAM network: University of Nottingham, "Data-Asset-Method,"  
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/humanities/digital/dam.aspx. 
2 Debora Cheney, "Text Mining Newspapers and News Content: New Trends and Research Methodologies,"  
http://library.ifla.org/233/1/153-cheney-en.pdf. 
3 Ann Okerson, "Text & Data Mining - a Librarian Overview,"  http://library.ifla.org/252/1/165-okerson-en.pdf. 
4 R.B. Allen, "Improving Access to Digitized Historical Newspapers with Text Mining, Coordinated Models, and 
Formative User Interface Design" (paper presented at the IFLA International Newspaper Conference: Digital 
Preservation and Access to News and Views, New Delhi, 2010). 
5 M. B. O'Donnell et al., "Exploring Text-Initial Words, Clusters and Concgrams in a Newspaper Corpus," Corpus 
Linguistics and Linguistic Theory 8, no. 1 (2012). 
6 Intellectual Property Office, "Modernising Copyright: A Modern, Robust and Flexible Framework; 
Government Response to Consultation on Copyright Exceptions and Clarifying Copyright Law,"  
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/response-2011-copyright-final.pdf. 
7 "Data Analysis for Non-Commercial Research,"  http://www.ipo.gov.uk/techreview-data-analysis.pdf. 
8 European Commission, "Licences for Europe: ten Pledges to Bring More Content Online,"  
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/copyright/docs/licences-for-europe/131113_ten-pledges_en.pdf. 
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