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Abstract:
During the last decade, the life cycle of news has been radically altered by the digital revolution and by the

emergence of the Web and mobile communications platforms. Gathering, authoring, editing, managing, and
dissemination of news in the digital environment are utterly different activities than the production and
distribution of news associated with the print era. This “sea change” challenges the existing templates research
libraries have used to preserve news, and calls for libraries to adopt new approaches that are better suited to
promote the longevity and integrity of news that is born-digital. This presentation will suggest some of those
approaches.

New templates for preserving born-digital news must take into account not only the dynamic technologies in use,
such as social media and robust enterprise content management systems, but also the highly refined
infrastructure of standards and standardized practice that the telecommunications and journalism industries
have already put in place. In rethinking their preservation strategies libraries must also consider the broader
societal functions of news content, in legal proceedings and financial activity, which have a bearing on how news
content is handled.

CRL, a consortium of 270 North American academic and independent research libraries, recently conducted an
in-depth analysis of the electronic news lifecycle, which suggested some new approaches to news preservation.
This presentation will describe the findings of CRL’s analysis and will suggest how research libraries and major
media organizations can act together to ensure the effective and strategic, long-term management of born-
digital news content.
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