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Mr. Chairman,
Ladies and Gentlemen
Dear Friends,

On behalf of Secretary-General UTSUMI, it is a pleasure to welcome you to the Fourth Annual Review Meeting of the GMPCS-MoU Group.

During today’s meeting, your task is to review aspects of the implementation of the GMPCS-MoU Arrangements, which facilitate the global circulation of GMPCS Terminals. As with previous meetings, your aim is to make the implementation procedures more effective.

When the ITU Council authorized the depository role of the Secretary-General, one of the pressing challenges facing you, as Administrations, System Operators, Manufacturers or Service Providers, was regulatory. Today, this challenge has given way to lowered revenue forecasts, excess capacity and general economic downturn, which affect the telecommunications industry as a whole.

However, the GMPCS-MoU Group has sought, from the start, to overcome its challenges with common action. Today, we see that other global systems such as IMT-2000 are borrowing from the basic principles of the GMPCS-MoU and its experience in order to deal with issues such as licensing and type approval of terminals.

Why are other global systems borrowing from your the GMPCS-MoU experience? 

First, the GMPCS-MoU Group had identified a fundamental principle that in a global environment business may not grow beyond the home markets unless customers are allowed to cross borders and use their terminals in other countries. Moreover, the deployment of these systems must be based on practical solutions, which assist Administrations, GMPCS system operators, terminal manufacturers and service providers with their business.

Second, regardless of the trend towards globalization, the GMPCS-MoU Group demonstrated great foresight by adopting provisions of the GMPCS-MoU and Arrangements, which respect national regulations. From the start, it insisted that system operators, service providers and end users must recognize the vital importance of implementing those provisions. 

Third, the participants in the GMPCS-MoU Group never lost sight of the need for rapid introduction of GMPCS services. This is necessary not only to better serve people everywhere, particularly those in developing countries and in isolated areas, but also to take into account the life cycle of those systems. This vision is especially vital for the systems already in operation, which are paving the way for faster introduction of new systems and services.

Mr. Chairman, we believe that under your leadership this meeting will continue in the same tradition of foresight and cooperation among its participants.

I would like to mention also that the Group has met the challenges of ensuring that the reputation and image of the ITU is protected in exchange for the use of the Abbreviation “ITU” in the GMPCS-MoU Mark. However, we must raise some concern about that the mechanism that you adopted for cost recovery, as required by the Council. 

Although the ITU is aware of the financial challenges of the GMPCS industry, I strongly recommend that you work during this meeting and afterwards to strengthen the Group’s system of annual contributions to the ITU. Unlike the terminal and system registration fees, the annual contribution of participants is fundamental to the ongoing implementation of the Arrangements. Therefore, it is important that you cover the minimum costs and keep the implementation as simple as possible to keep its costs in balance with the funding mechanism.

The ITU General Secretariat continues to maintain the GMPCS-MoU database, which has information about the list of signatories, the type approval procedures as well as a terminal registry. This information, which is vital to your work, can be found on the ITU Web site.

As you begin your work today, it is important to keep in mind that the GMPCS-MoU Group and the ITU General Secretariat has cooperated successfully. So, this meeting should aim to strengthen this cooperation. 

I wish to take this opportunity to cite the work of the Bureaus, especially the role played by the ITU-R in developing the necessary recommendations and the ITU-D in holding regional seminars on licensing of GMPCS systems and services.

Mr. Chairman, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I conclude my remarks by reminding you that in spite of the financial and commercial challenges, GMPCS is still viewed as a truly global system, which facilitates universal access to basic telecommunication services in both developing and developed countries and assists with emergency communications.

Finally, I join the Secretary-General in wishing you success with your work and we look forward to reading the report of the meeting and its conclusions.
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