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Thuraya 

Introduction

Thuraya Satellite Telecommunications Company’s “Thuraya” first satellite was launched in the last quarter of year 2000 and the provision of its commercial services was started in the middle of last year. Thuraya is a regional mobile satellite communication system and is currently providing its services in a number of countries within its coverage area. Thuraya’s coverage area consists of 99 countries, including the region covering the Middle East, Central and South Asia, North and Central Africa and Europe (excluding the Scandinavian countries). The purpose of the project is to economically extend the reach of regional mobile personal communications services and to share the benefits of satellite communication systems.
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THURAYA COVERAGE AREA

Thuraya provides advanced voice, data, fax and messaging services through a flexible dual mode handset. Thuraya is introducing various types of end-user terminals such as fixed, semi-fixed, vehicular terminals, payphones and maritime terminals to suit all kind of applications and customers.

The Thuraya satellite transmits and receives calls through a single 40 feet aperture antenna and using 250-300 spot beams to provide mobile telephone services that are compatible with GSM.  Onboard digital signal processing routes the calls directly from one handheld unit to another, or to the terrestrial network. 

The system provides the flexibility to accommodate changes in Thuraya's traffic by means of a re-programmable payload in the satellite.  This supports modifications to the satellite's coverage area after launch and optimization of performance over geographical areas where high traffic demand exists.  The processor creates a large number of spot beams that can be redirected, wherever this is needed, even after the satellite is placed in orbit: from big cities or rural areas to ships at sea.

Thuraya Services

Thuraya is providing a number of services and is planning to offer more services in the future to cater for the need and requirements of its different subscriber segments. Thuraya services are listed below:

	Basic Services


	

	Teleservices
	· Voice telephony

· Emergency services

· Group 3 fax

· SMS beam broadcast



	Bearer Services
	· Asynchronous Data Services (2.4 – 9.6 kbps)

	Supplementary Services


	

	
	· Call forwarding

· Call barring

· Call waiting

· Call hold

· Calling Line Identification Presentation (CLIP)

· Advice of Charge

· Conference calling

· Closed user group service



	Value Added Services


	

	
	· Short Message Service (SMS)

· Voice mail

· Operator assisted services

· Interactive Voice Response (IVR) Services

· Prepaid Services

· Hot billing


ITU GMPCS MoU Framework

Thuraya and its terminal manufacturers are signatories to the GMPCS MoU and have also actively participated in the activities of the MoU Group. Thuraya and both its terminal manufacturers have complied with the ITU GMPCS MoU arrangements and therefore have been authorized to affix the ITU GMPCS MoU Registry mark. 

The availability of information regarding the admission and use of GMPCS terminals along with the conditions or restrictions, if any, on the use of GMPCS terminals at the ITU website has greatly helped in keeping all the concerned parties updated on the status of GMPCS terminal registration.  

Service Provisioning

Thuraya has till now signed more than fifty national service providers and distributors within its coverage area. In a number of other countries the service provisioning arrangements will be finalized shortly. Thuraya has also signed a number of roaming agreements with GSM operators all across the globe in order to facilitate its subscribers. 

ITU Regional Workshops

Thuraya along with the GMPCS industry has participated and contributed to the workshops arranged by the BDT to discuss issues concerning the commercial and regulatory aspects arising out of the introduction of GMPCS services and has found the workshops an effective tool whereby the regulators, policy makers and the industry can get together to discuss issues of mutual concern and find solutions to facilitate introduction of GMPCS services in their respective countries. A special feature of these workshops was the one-one meetings between the regulators and policy makers and the GMPCS operators.

Proposal

The GMPCS MoU and its arrangements particularly the GMPCS MoU registry has greatly helped in facilitating the introduction of GMPCS services as well as dissemination of information regarding the GMPCS systems and services all across the globe.

The information letters from the ITU Secretariat regarding the registration of terminals of different GMPCS systems were sent to the Administrations some time ago and due to the ever changing telecom environment and policies all across the globe, it is proposed that a reminder letter be sent to Administrations requesting them to indicate whether they have implemented the GMPCS MoU arrangements and which GMPCS terminals have been allowed to be brought into their respective countries and whether such terminals are allowed to be used or not. We believe that this step will further facilitate the introduction and availability of GMPCS services.
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