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	PROPOSALS FOR THE WORK OF THE MEETING


I. Background

The Russian Federation appreciates and highly values the efforts being applied by the ITU toward implementation of Resolution 154 (Antalya, 2006) of the Plenipotentiary Conference in order to achieve real equality in the use of all six official languages of the ITU. At the same time it should be pointed out that improved efficacy is required, and fast development of recommendations is needed to implement provisions of Resolution 154 regarding priority translation into Arabic, Chinese and Russian (ACR) of terms and definitions, and using all six languages for publication of the ITU News magazine and on ITU websites. For instance, although all six official languages feature on the ITU official website, an attempt to visit a page in Russian results in a message “It is possible that the page /…/index-ru.html has been removed or had its URL changed”, thus misleading the user who might think that the page used to exist, but was deleted, or currently exists, but is hard to find.

The Russian Federation welcomes the initiative to hold a consultation meeting to discuss possible options for the use of the six official languages of the ITU on an equal footing and expects significant progress to be made in finding solutions to the issues and agreed proposals to be submitted to the Council-08.

We also believe that in addition to the three most notable major areas, the progress made in the implementation of other provisions of Resolution 154 should also be addressed under any other business item, including the instructions to the Council to pursue and monitor optimum levels of staffing, including core staff, temporary assistance and outsourcing, as well as harmonizing and unifying working procedures in the six language services, and providing them with the necessary qualified staff and tools to meet their requirements, with a possible completion date by end 2009.
II. Proposal
1. Production of ITU News and other publications in the six languages.

RUS/1/1. Refinement of the actual production costs of ITU News magazine is required taking into account advanced technology and bearing in mind local capacity and capabilities. For instance, production costs of an issue in Russian can be further cut as compared to the ITU calculations, particularly regarding layout and printing costs and postage (cf. Annex).

RUS/1/2. Our proposal is to engage Closed Joint-Stock Company Irias as a partner in publishing ITU News magazine in Russian.

RUS/1/3. In our opinion, an equal approach to the publication of the Magazine and any other ITU documents in all six languages should be pursued in making funding decisions; not just looking for specific solutions for ACR only.

2. ITU telecommunication terminology in six languages
RUS/2/1. A priority task is the accelerated addition of terms and definitions in ACR to the existing terminology database in English, French and Spanish (EFS), bearing in mind that at least in the case of the Russian language, terms and definitions should be agreed not only inside Russia and between ITU and Russia, but within a broader community of RCC member countries, where the Russian language is used quite extensively. This work should be carried out publicly involving knowlegeable and credible experts directly engaged in activities of ITU working bodies. It is sensible to pursue this work within the framework of ITU-R regional initiatives engaging also ITU Russian service editors as consultants.

RUS/2/2. We also make a proposal to extend to other ITU Sectors the expertise and experience gained by ITU-R in dealing with terminology on SG and CCV levels. It is necessary to aim at the consistent and aligned usage and translation of terms across ITU, by way of, inter alia, convening of ad hoc meetings of experts of the relevant SGs or by setting up an inter-sectoral group of contributors working by correspondence.

RUS/2/3. Once the ACR terminology gap has been bridged, a procedure for updating the terminology database in all 6 languages should be agreed upon.
3. Production, dissemination and sales of ITU publications in six languages
RUS/3/1 Dissemination and sales of ITU publications should be brought as close to the specific customer as possible. To this end it would be reasonable alongside high-level events where publications are distributed, to use extensively also capabilities of regional and area offices organizing or taking part in regional meetings, exhibitions, workshops, seminars, etc. These offices could advertise and promote ITU products both independently themselves and partnering with local organizations. Legal framework allowing for such activities should be considered.
RUS /3/2 To expedite translation of publications a more extensive use of outsourcing is justified.
III. Other matters

RUS/4/1 Having reviewed document 14 par. 1.1 a), we propose to accelerate putting in place equal conditions for staffing of the language services, in particular, with respect to the headcount of the Russian language service. 

Annex
Options for cutting production costs of ITU News in the Russian language

Bearing in mind the necessary cost savings and funding needs to publish the Russian version of ITU News magazine the following options could be proposed:
1.
Cost savings in dissemination (SFr1,040.00 per issue) can be achieved by printing and dissemination of the magazine in package with one of the leading industrial publications - “Vestnik Svyazi” magazine (Telecommunication Herald), endorsed by RCC.
2.
Printing cost savings in the amount of (SFr6,960.00 per issue) can be achieved subject to publishing ITU News as “a journal in the journal” inside “Vestnik Svyazi” magazine.

Additional cost savings can be made if advertising materials of CIS vendors and telecom operators are permitted to be published together with the magazine (1-2 advertisement pages, SFr2,500.00 per page)
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