Dear Mr Chairman!
Your Excellency ITU Secretary-General!
Dear distinguished guests and participants of the Conference!
I am Yurii Shchyhol, the Chairman of the State Service of Special Communications and Information Protection of Ukraine, and I am glad to welcome you all. Today I have the honor to represent Ukraine.
First of all, I would like to express my highest respect to you and gratitude for your support at such a difficult time for Ukraine.
On February 24, 2022, the Russian Federation carried out an armed invasion of the territory of an independent and sovereign state, launching a full-scale war against my country.
Due to the constant enemy shelling from the Aggressor, some regions of Ukraine are completely or partially cut off from telecommunications services. As a result of targeted attacks by the Russian Federation, the telecommunications infrastructure of Ukraine is being destroyed. Currently more than 20% of telecommunications infrastructure is damaged or destroyed, and this figure is growing daily.
Also, there were missile attacks at television towers in many cities of Ukraine, and from the majority of those captured, the aggressor is already broadcasting his programs.
But the worst things are the daily human losses, because the enemy deliberately destroys residential areas, kindergartens and schools, hospitals.
All listed are only a small part of the horrendous crimes and gross violations by the Russian Federation of the principles of international law, the UN Charter, the fundamental requirements established in the ITU Basic Documents, which are a direct undermining of European and global security and stability.
We welcome the UN Resolution of 02.03.2022 "Aggression against Ukraine" and the relevant decisions taken during ITU WTSA-20. We hope that the next important steps will also be taken to end this immoral war.
Given the above, the ITU, as a specialized world organization in the field of ICT and the radio frequency spectrum, cannot stand aside from the largest war in Europe since the Second World War.
As the Chairman of the Communications Administration of Ukraine, the state that has been a member of the ITU for many years and the UN founding country, I appeal to you to condemn the shameful actions of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, and also to support the Ukrainian people in this difficult time of war.
In particular, I ask you to support the draft of the contribution to the ITU Council on the implementation of the UN General Assembly resolution of 02.03.2022 "Aggression against Ukraine".
In addition, I also ask to consider the issue of the expediency of participation of the Russian Federation scientific institutions in the ITU, whose rectors personally signed an open letter in support of the war in Ukraine.
The global community must become the single strong voice against war and the violation of UN and ITU values.
Thank you and wish everyone peace!
Stand with Ukraine!

