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NATIONAL LEGISLATION 

 Article 173* of the Criminal Code, amended by the law n. 8590, July 2007. 

 Article 173bis* of the Criminal Code, added by the law n. 8590, July 2007. 

 Article 174* of the Criminal Code, reformed by the law 7899, August 1999. 

 Article 13* of Law n. 7739, Code for Childhood and Adolescence. 

 Law n. 8934*, Protection of Children and Young from Harmful Content on the Internet and other 
Electronic Media, March 2011. 

 

NATIONAL STRATEGY 

 “Plan Nacional contra la Exploitación Sexual Comercial de Niñas, Niõs y Adolescentes” 

 

BACKGROUND   

Total Population: 4 794 000 

(data source: United Nations Statistics Division, December 2012) 

Internet users, percentage of population: 47.5%  

http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/ict/statistics/
http://www.oas.org/dil/esp/Codigo_Penal_Costa_Rica.pdf
http://www.oas.org/dil/esp/Codigo_Penal_Costa_Rica.pdf
http://www.oas.org/dil/esp/Codigo_Penal_Costa_Rica.pdf
http://www.tse.go.cr/pdf/normativa/codigodelaninez.pdf
http://www.infocom.cr/downloads/docs/Info%20sector%20telecom/Ley%20Protecci%C3%B3n%20Ni%C3%B1ez%20y%20Adolescencia%20Contenido%20Nocivo%20Internet%20No.%208934%209-11.pdf
http://www.iin.oea.org/Congreso%20Explotation%20Sexual/I.P.Jimenez_Costa_Rica.PDF
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/socind/default.htm


UN CONVENTION 

 Signed and ratified, with no declarations or reservations to articles 16, 17(e) and 34(c), the 

Convention on the Rights of Child. 

 

UN PROTOCOL 

 Signed and ratified, with no declarations or reservations to articles 2 and 3, the Optional 

Protocol to The Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution 

and Child Pornography. 

 

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT 

 A National Committee on the commercial sexual exploitation of children was created under the 

National Plan against Commercial Sexual Exploitation, 2002 – “Plan Nacional contra la 

Exploitación Sexual Comercial de Niñas, Niõs y Adolescentes”. 

 A National Committee for Online Security was created in December 2010: Comisión Nacional de 

Seguridad en Línea (Decree n. 36274). 

 

REPORTING MECHANISM 

 The Patronato Nacional de la Infancia (PANI) provides a space for online reporting on its website 

This hotline is not part of the INHOPE network.   

 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/pdf/crc.pdf
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/pdf/crc-sale.pdf
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/pdf/crc-sale.pdf
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/pdf/crc-sale.pdf
http://www.iin.oea.org/Congreso%20Explotation%20Sexual/I.P.Jimenez_Costa_Rica.PDF
http://www.iin.oea.org/Congreso%20Explotation%20Sexual/I.P.Jimenez_Costa_Rica.PDF
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2010/12/09/COMP_09_12_2010.html#_Toc279571975
http://www.gaceta.go.cr/pub/2010/12/09/COMP_09_12_2010.html#_Toc279571975
http://www.pani.go.cr/index.php?option=com_mail&view=complaint

