ITU COUNCIL WORKING GROUP
ON INTERNATIONAL INTERNET-RELATED PUBLIC POLICY ISSUES 
(CWG-INTERNET)
Online Open Consultations on
"Bridging the Digital Gender Divide”

(October 2017- January 2018)
Deadline for submissions: 23 December 2017

USEFUL INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS 
Information on the Online Open Consultations 

Online Open Consultations are launched by the ITU Council Working Group on International Internet-related Public Policy Issues (CWG-Internet) and are held throughout the period between two successive CWG-Internet meetings. This process gives an opportunity to all stakeholders from all nations to express their views with regards to the topic(s) under discussion.  
Information on the Physical Open Consultations

This Online Open Consultation will be followed by a Physical Open Consultation meeting, which will take place on 22 January 2018, at the ITU HQs, in Geneva, Switzerland. [Note: this meeting is conducted in English only]

Discussions during the physical consultation meeting will be based on the responses received during the online consultation process, which will be consolidated in a single document ("compilation document"), to be published ca. 2 weeks prior to the meeting on the ITU Website. 

During the physical meeting, respondents to the online consultation will have the opportunity to present their submitted views and to have a fruitful discussion with the other participants, including Members of the CWG-Internet. For those not in the position to participate on site, remote participation is also available upon request, while completing the online registration form. 

Online registration is expected to open by mid-November 2017. Further details on the physical meeting will be published in due course on the ITU Website. 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION
Following the instructions of ITU Council Resolution 1344 (Mod. 2015), the 2017 Session of ITU Council decided on 25 May 2017, upon request of the  ITU Council Working Group on International Internet-related Public Policy Issues (CWG-Internet), to hold an open consultation (online and physical) on the following topic:  
	"Bridging the Digital Gender Divide

CWG-Internet invites all stakeholders to submit contributions on achieving gender equality for Internet users, focusing on the following questions:
1. What approaches and examples of good practices are available to increase Internet access and digital literacy of women and girls, including in decision-making processes on Internet public policy?
2. What approaches and examples of good practices are available to promote the access and use of ICTs by SMEs in developing and least-developed countries, particularly those owned/managed by women, in order to achieve greater participation in the digital economy?
3. Which are the available sources and mechanisms for measuring women's participation in the digital economy with focus on SME's and micro-enterprises?
4. What measures/policies could be envisioned in order to foster the role of women as entrepreneurs and managers of SMEs, specifically in developing and least-developed countries?
5. What are the gaps in addressing these challenges? How can they be addressed and what is the role of governments?"


How to submit your response (accessible format)

You can include your responses to the questions into the space further below and submit it through the online form OR send it to InternetPublicViews@itu.int including your Full Name, Title, Country and Organization you are representing. 
Your response will then be published on the ITU Website: http://www.itu.int/en/council/cwg-internet/Pages/consultation-oct2017.aspx 
It is highly recommended that each submission also includes a short summary/abstract (1-3 paragraphs). This will form part of the final summary document to be published after the end of the physical open consultation meeting.  

The deadline for submissions is: 23 December 2017
QUESTIONS
Question 1: 

What approaches and examples of good practices are available to increase Internet access and digital literacy of women and girls, including in decision-making processes on Internet public policy?
Answer to question 1: [Ministry of Communication, Telecommunications Posts and  Digital Economy​, Senegal - Senegal
The Senegal Ministry of Communication, Telecommunications Posts and  Digital Economy​, S has instituted a broad ranging programme designed to reduce the gender digital divide and create a policy environment and investments that support digital equality. The Ministry established a Gender Unit responsible for overseeing the institutionalization of gender dimensions in the ICT sector and strengthening the participation of Sengalese women in public and private intitutions of the ICT sector, particularly in decision-making bodies. Training on digital skills, entreprensership and leadership has led to greater confidence and motivation amongst young women to pursue careers in the ICT sector. Importantly, women policitcal leaders have also been targeted as key digital leaders and supported to take on this role. Programmes around e-business, health and reproductive rights, and competitions to address socio-economic challenges have also been supported by the government, ensuring that relevant content is being developed by and for women. The role of boys and men in supporting gender equality in the technology sector has been a unique feature of the programme.
]
Question 2: 
What approaches and examples of good practices are available to promote the access and use of ICTs by SMEs in developing and least-developed countries, particularly those owned/managed by women, in order to achieve greater participation in the digital economy?
Answer to question 2: [Sonatel which work in the private sector give grant to promote the access and use of ICTs by SMEs in Senegal, particularly those owned/managed by women, in order to achieve greater participation in the digital economy? The link is : http://www.sonatel.sn/ldc/] 

Question 3: 
Which are the available sources and mechanisms for measuring women's participation in the digital economy with focus on SME's and micro-enterprises?

Answer to question 3: [he source are studies of women entrepreneurship in the digital économy. The government of Senegal particularly the ministry of digital économy have a study in the issue. This study  permitted to have informations of  the needs of women int the entrepreneurship sector  ant have to work and plan a big project to créate 100 entreprises of women in digital économy to 2020. This project have 3 components : education,digital house and funds. The budget is 6 Billions of XOF.] 
Question 4: 
What measures/policies could be envisioned in order to foster the role of women as entrepreneurs and managers of SMEs, specifically in developing and least-developed countries?
Answer to question 4: []plan a big project to créate entreprises of women in digital economy to 2020. This project may be have 3 components : education,digital house and funds. ] 
Question 5: 
What are the gaps in addressing these challenges? How can they be addressed and what is the role of governments?
Answer to question 5: [lack of funds

prioritize the funds of women

make good governance of resources]
SHORT SUMMARY

[Please provide a short summary (1-3 paragraphs) outlining the main points of your response above]

My contribution is :

Call on  Governments, Private Sector, Media, Civil Society, and International Organisations to:

1)
Integrate and promote gender perspectives in the development of public policy through the integration of gender equality targets and key performance indicators into strategies, policies, plans and budgets, with a specific focus on ensuring policy dialogue at the grassroots level between public policy decision-makers, media and civil society, particularly women and youth. This must entail synergies between all ministries and government agencies, for effective gender mainstreaming. 

2)
Address the barriers women face in both access, use, and production of local content on the internet that impede gender equality online, and promote:

a.
unlimited and unfettered access to affordable internet; 

b.
women’s safety and digital rights online, as well as the use of ICTs to ensure women are involved in the fight against online harassment, trolling, and bullying, violation of privacy, radicalisation and violent extremism;

c.
digital equality, literacy and skills, and confidence, through the promotion of multi-stakeholder and public-private partnerships to promote digital citizenship, creativity, innovation, and entrepreneurship;

d.
availability of relevant and localised content, applications, and services developed by and for women and girls;

e.
mobilisation of and dialogue with communities working already on gender data-driven initiatives, and work to minimise duplication of efforts while maximising the scalability of interventions. 

3)
Support concrete multi-stakeholder cooperation, with a focus on the Francophone Africa region, through the development of tools and policies to support local, national and international efforts; effective sharing of best practices and methodologies to address the digital gender gap, as well as the development of sustainable and scalable initiatives, working with grassroots and international organisations of women and girls, public policy decision-makers, the private sector, and innovators and entrepreneurs, to ensure the expansion and scaling of successful initiatives and best practices. Consider the implementation of periodic convenings to foster knowledge exchange and  accountability of governments. 

4)
Commit to and advocate for the collection and analysis of gender-based data. Secure resources to enable gender data collection and dissemination to monitor progress on digital equality. This data must be open to all to see, open licensed, and machine-readable; open gender data is essential in encouraging regional accountability and enabling transnational knowledge exchange. 

5)
Advocate for appropriate financial investment from international, regional, sub-regional, national, and local funding mechanisms to ensure the implementation of the aforementioned policies and programmes developed to promote gender equality in the online sphere and ICT sector . 

6)
Accelerate the adoption, consolidation and implementation of requisite legislation, such as Right to Information laws and rights-based cybersecurity laws, integration of cyber security and mobilisation on the dangers of ICTs in gender policies and programmes. 

CONTACT DETAILS
· First/Last Name: BITILOKHO NDIAYE
· Title: GENDER TECHNICAL ADVISOR
· Country: SENEGAL
· Organization you are representing: MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATION, TELECOMMUNICATIONS, POSTS AND DIGITAL ECONOMY.
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