FINISHED TRANSCRIPT

WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION ASSEMBLY

DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

11.21.12

FIRST MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE 2

9:30 A.M.





***

This is being provided in an edited format.  Communication Access Realtime Translation (CART) or captioning are provided in order to facilitate communication accessibility and may not be a totally verbatim record of the proceedings.





*** 

>> CHAIR:  Good morning ladies and gentlemen, my name is Kyu‑Jin Wee, chairman of the Committee 2.  Before I start meeting let me check the sound.  

 Okay, sorry for delaying the meeting.  There was some ‑‑ we need some arrangement of interpreters, front desk.  

All right.  I believe we can start now.  So today we have agenda that is the ADM 2, I hope you have the agenda.  Any comment on this agenda?  No?  There is no comments?  We approve the agenda.  With that let me take TD/3, time management plan for WTSA.  I guess TD/3 has a version 1, then has been reviewed yesterday plenary, so it is just for your information.  Then TD/1, we now in this room and then we will meet again in the next week, Tuesday, I guess we will meet same room next week Tuesday, same time.  That's the plan.  In general Committee 2 doesn't need to meet frequently so two times meeting will be enough.  If there is no comment on this document, let me move to the next one.  

Next one is TD/1 ‑‑ how many documents we signed, TD/1, page 3, document locations agreed by the head of del in the plenary and Committee 2 we have some proposal to modify the Res. 34, and then TSB.  So we have several reports that is document 31, 32, 33 and 34.  So in ADM 2, we will consider that.  Also we need to consider the document 37, that is the agenda item 6.  I believe that enough for us, and then any comment?  No comments?  

Okay we will proceed according to the signed document in TD/1.  Let's move to the next one.  Next document is ‑‑ or we need to review our terms of reference of Committee 2, that's TD/4.  The terms of reference agreed by head of delegation and the plenary so it's very brief, terms of reference of Committee 2.  

I just would ask you to review the terms of reference of Committee 2.  All right.  Then we can move further to the document 37, in the agenda, item 6.  This is the ‑‑ as usual we need to give you in the note this agreement between the Government of the United Arab Emirates and the Union.  I would ask Mr. Chalindar that you ‑‑ Mr. Ba, would you read this document?  

>> MR. BA:  Thank you, chairman, and good morning, on behalf of the Secretary General it is my pleasure to present to you the document that considers the agreement between the Government of the United Arab Emirates and the International Telecommunication Union, this document was formulated for the standardization assembly 3014 December and also the world Organization assembly from November 2012 and the WCIT for 14th December, 2012 and the global symposium on global ‑‑ Global Standards Symposium, the agreement was completed in Geneva and is of essential importance to us.  Annex 1 of this document, found on page 16, this is the estimate of additional estimated ITU expenditure resulting from the holding of the events in Dubai.  As you can see there are three columns in this document.  Column No. 1 is the cost if the events were held in Geneva, 2 is specific expenses of the events if held outside Geneva and column 3 is the difference between the cost of the conference in Geneva and the cost of the conference in Dubai and the difference is $1,016 Swiss francs and this is what the United Arab Emirates has paid to organize this conference here in Dubai so this is what I have to say, Chairman, and this is only an estimate.  

The actual costs will be accounted six months after the holding of the conference, and this will be in a report submitted to Council at its next session, thank you.  

>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Ba.  Any observations?  All right, we note this report 37.  And as chairman of the group I would like to say my appreciation to the Government of the United Arab Emirates.  They provided excellent facilities and venues to enable us to meet here in the beautiful city of Dubai, so I will record it in my meeting report.  Let's move to the next agenda item.  Item 7, document we have, two, one is 34, the other one is TD/10, so let's review documents 34 and Mr. Ba would you explain document 34?  

>> MR. BA:  Thank you, Chairman.  Document 34 is a note by the secretary general concerning financial responsibilities of conferences.  Attention of the World Telecommunication assembly is drawn to the Constitution of the Telecommunication Union which stipulates that "Decisions of World Telecommunication Standardization Assemblies must be in conformity with this Constitution, the convention and the administrative regulations.  When adopting resolutions and decisions, the assembly shall take into account the foreseeable financial implications and should avoid adopting resolutions and decisions which might give rise to expenditure in excess of the financial limits laid down by the plenipotentiary conference.  We are also drawn to 482 and 489 of Article 34 of the convention of the ITU which stipulates that "Before adopting proposals or taking decisions with financial implications, the conferences of the Union shall take account of all the Union's budgetary positions ensuring that they will not result in expenses beyond the credits which the Council is able to authorize.  No decision of a conference shall be put in effect if it results in a direct or indirect increase in expenses beyond the credits that the Council is empowered to authorize."

Here, Chairman, is what I can tell you about the financial responsibilities of conferences, especially the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly.  

>> CHAIR:  Thank you Mr. Ba.  We received a note from the Secretary General and then in an unusual manner that the Committee 2 should issue similar note to the other committees.  Informing them if we are still within our budget so I prepare TD/10 for your consideration, so let's que up TD/10.  

In this document, TD/10, as I mentioned earlier, I will send it, this document, to the other committees, so other committees need to review this one and then I believe they will react properly to us before the next week.  

I just echoed the note from the Secretary General of the Union to the other committees.  Any observations on this document, TD/10?  No?  Then we agree to send this document to the other committees, Committee 3 and Committee 4.  Thank you.  

Then let's move to next document.  Document 33.  All right, Mr. Ba, would you explain this document?  

>> MR. BA:  Thank you, Chairman.  Document 33 is on contributions to the expenses of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly, WTSA 12 pursuant to the provisions of 476 of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union, organizations refer to No. 269A to 269E of this convention and other organizations also specified in chapter 2 thereof, unless they have been exempted by council subject to reciprocity and section members referred to in 230 of this convention which participate in accordance with the provisions of this convention interplenipotentiary conference in a conference or meeting of the Union or in a world conference on international telecommunication gathering in defraying the conferences and the assemblies and the meetings in which they participate on the basis of the cost of these conferences and meetings and in accordance with the financial regulations.  

Nevertheless, section members will not be charged separately for their attendance at the conference, assembly or meeting of their respective sectors except in the case of regional radio communication conferences.  The financial regulations stipulate in Article is 7.5 that subject to the provisions of paragraph B below, the contributions mentioned in 476 of the convention shall be based on the free choice of a class of contribution from the scale given in No. 468 of the convention.  

The amount of the contribution per unit payable toward defraying the expenses of a conference or assembly shall be set by dividing the directed budget ‑‑ the direct budget costs of the conference or assembly in question by the total number of units contribute by Member States as their share of Union expenses.  The contributions shall be considered as Union income.  

They shall bear interest from the 60th day following the day often accounts are sent out at the rate set in No. 474 of the convention.  Nonexempted international organizations and sector members shall contribute at a minimum level of one unit.  The budget of the world telecommunication standardization assembly amounts to $1, $750,458 Swiss Francs including documentation.  The total cost of member units being 344 and one‑quarter unit, the contribute tear unit for nonexempted entities to defraying the expenses of the conference amounts to 5,084 Swiss Francs and 79 son times, we will refer this to the committee later in the plenary, thank you, Chairman.  

>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Ba.  Any comments or observations?  We will see how many sector members are required to defray the cost in the next week.  So we will have to review that and report to the plenary.  Okay.  Let's see, in the next week.  

The next one is agenda item 9 Mr. Chalindar?  

>> MR. CHALINDAR:  Thank you, chairman.  Good morning to everybody, it is my pleasure to present to you document No. 32 from the Secretary General.  This contains the budget of the world telecommunication standardization assembly 2012.  This budget proposal was approved and we find the total costs budgeted for this assembly to be 1,751 Swiss Francs.  This includes documentation costs as well as all other direct costs of the assembly.  As you can see, staff costs are the largest portion of this budget.  These costs comprise interpretation costs mainly but also the costs of temporary staff necessary to this assembly and also costs for overtime, extra working time as necessary.  At this stage, this is an estimate of the budget and at the next meeting of this committee on Tuesday next week, we will tell you more exactly the actual costs incurred with respect to the budgeted costs and this situation will be included in the report of Committee 2 to the plenary.  Thank you, Chairman.  

>> CHAIR:  Thank you Mr. Chalindar.  Any comments or observations?  All right, we note this estimated budget for this conference assembly.  We will see the more actual expenditure and cost in the next week.  Let's move to the agenda, document 31.  Item 10.  Mr. Chalindar, again?  

>> MR. CHALINDAR:  Thank you, Chairman.  I have pleasure of presenting document 31 on behalf of the Secretary General.  This is a document which looks at the estimated financial needs of ITU‑U up to WTSA‑16 and for expenditure years 2008 to 2012.  This document is made up of three main parts the first is the estimated financial requirements up to 2016, the second covers the financial contributions received for the period 2008 to 2012 and the third part looks at the real expenditure for the period 2008 to 2012 as well as an estimate for 2012, which is still in costs.  

In paragraph 2 of the document we have the estimates for the financial requirements in WTSA‑16.  These estimates appear in Table 1 of the annex.  And this table shows the actual 2012/2013 budget which was approved in 2011 and then Table 2 shows budgetary estimates for the next three years, 2014 to 2016 and this is based on the approved 2012‑2013 budget and the budget for 2014‑2015 will be adopted in 2013.  

Paragraph 3 contains information on the financial contributions received in the period 2008 to 2012 and here we have Table 3 for reference and this table shows the development of the number of members of ITU‑T sector for 2008 as well as associate members and the academia members.  So as you can see, we have a trend of reduction in sector members and then we have an increase in 2008 of associate members and for the first time in 2012 we have the University establishments under academia.  

The next table, Table 4 shows contributions received by sector members, so this is in thousands of Swiss Francs and we can see there has been a reduction in the sector members income from sector members, and I would also like to indicate for 2012 we can see that the total of contributions 8,850,000 is over that received in 2011 so it's a positive development in contributions.  

Table 5 shows voluntary contributions received since 2008.  So we have the amount of voluntary contributions received and where they were spent and the balance at year end.  So we can see a reduction year by year of the balance of voluntary contributions.  In 2012 we are foreseeing an amount ‑‑ we can't be exact yet we are seeing a balance of 285,000 Swiss Francs.  

Paragraph 4 of the same document shows real expenditure for ITU‑T for 2008 to 2012 and these figures are shown in Table 6 and Table 7, this shows expenses by section, Table 6, and in relation to the budget so we can see budget and actual, and Table 7 shows the same expenses by category.  

Again, this shows the difference between actual spend and go budget.  This is the end of this presentation.  If there are any questions I will be happy to answer them, thank you.  

>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr. Chalindar.  Any questions?  Observations on this?  Would you give the microphone to Canada?  

>> CANADA:  Thank you, chairman, first of all we would like to thank the secretary I can't tell for the presentation of this document at present it contains important and interesting information.  Particularly in the context of the preparation for the biennial budget which will be presented for approval to the Council in June of next year.  Chairman, I have one comment with respect to the financial estimates even though they're stated in general terms.  I do believe it would be important in your note to the chairs of the other two committees, particularly Committee 4 with respect to work associated with Res. 44 on bridging the standardization gap to highlight the fact that any financial estimates associated with the actions associated with Res. 44 need to be closely coordinated with the development sector.  In the execution or the implementation of the Heiderbed action plan, which addresses many aspects of importance to developing countries including capacity building, it seems to me to be extremely important that any capacity‑building imitatives, for example, that are undertaken pursuant to Res. 44 would need to be very closely coordinated with the development sector.  

With a view of avoiding duplication, of course, and optimizing the use of resources.  So that would be one point that perhaps should be highlighted and I would suggest it be included in your report to the other two committees, particularly Committee 4.  My second comment, Chairman, if you will allow me to speak as chairman of TSAG, I'm referring to annex 2 of division 5 on measure for reducing expenditure and of course one element that was agreed by the plenipotentiary conference was to limit the number of days of meetings for advisory groups to three days per year, maximum, with interpretation.  Now, my experience in the meetings of TSAG is that under normal circumstances three days with interpretation plus one day without interpretation seemed to be sufficient, but, again, I stress "under normal circumstances."

For 2012, our final meeting we only had two and a half days, and the feedback from Member States and sector members has been such that they have unanimously agreed that was insufficient time to cover all issues needed to be addressed in preparation for this assembly.  So perhaps in your report to the plenary it would be important to stress the fact that in the final year of the study cycle, that the final meeting of an advisory group should have enough flexibility to be able to extend the period for it's final meeting so as to enable a thorough analysis of all the issues that need to be covered.  So I would highlight that as an additional point that you may wish to address in your report.  Those are my comments, Mr. Chairman, thank you very much.  

>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Canada.  I will certainly include in my report and inform the plenary.  

Any further views or observations in addition?  

>>  Yes, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, I would support the idea.  I think we need more time to discuss this.  Thank you.  

>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  Any further views?  All right.  If there is no other observations, let me move to the next agenda item.  At this time the agenda item 11, we have contributions, we are assigned to consider Res. 34 and TSB 29/12, so at this time I think it may be better to show up the document, the Res. 34.  No, no, 64, addendum 7.  Sorry.  Any volunteer to introduce this document?  Sudan?  

>> SUDAN:  Thank you, Chairman, on behalf of the group I would like to present these documents, which is the proposal from the Arab States on the provision to resolution 34 on voluntary contributions.  Chairman would you like me to read the whole resolution or just the amendments that we would like to put forward to save time, please let me know.  

>> CHAIR:  Only reserved part.  

>> SUDAN:  Resolution 34, voluntary contributions was adopted at Montreal and also in 2008 Johannesburg, in 2008, and in the second part, resolve, to invite sector members and associates to finance voluntarily the participation of developing countries and in particular the remote participation using EWM in ITU‑T meetings and workshops on page 3.  Thank you.  

>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  Any observations, comments?  Canada?  

>> CANADA:  Yes, thank you, Chairman.  Yes, we would like to support this proposal from the Arab states with respect to the addition of a new resolves 2.  The only suggestion I would make and it's strictly editorial, I would suggest that EWM be spelled out as electronic working methods to avoid confusion.  That would be my only comment, but generally speaking we support the proposal, thank you.  

>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  Any other ‑‑ Sudan?  

>> SUDAN:  We approve what the representative for Canada has just said, so if we spell out electronic working methods, rather than just having the abbreviation, thank you.  

>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  Any further observations?  If you don't have any further observations, I believe we agree to accept this proposal with spelling out of EWM and then I will submit this proposed notification to the plenary hopefully on Friday this week.  

All right.  Thank you.  I believe we finish the today agenda.  The document TSB 29 is collections that every assembly will update the necessary part of the Resolution, so I will take it as editorially and that will be included in the ‑‑ together with the proposed modifications.  No further comments, I would like to adjourn my meeting.  Before that, any other business that you have?  No?  Then adjourn the meeting and I see you next week at Tuesday, same time, probably same room.  Thank you.  Meeting adjourned.  

(Meeting is adjourned)

