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THERE IS A NEED TO INVEST IN THE FOUNDATIONAL 
ELEMENTS OF THE DIGITAL ECONOMY

• Emerging markets exhibit high levels of urbanisation and relatively high connectivity that stand to facilitate a
successful implementation of smart solutions as African cities rapidly expand.

• Increasing urbanisation and growing population puts pressure on services such as transportation, water, electricity, etc.
especially in urban regions of Africa (50% of the SSA population in urban areas, more than 75% in 2050).

• Many African countries capture only a fraction of their digital growth and there is a need to strategically invest in
the foundational elements of the digital economy to keep pace with a Smart Cities agenda.

• There is an increasing recognition of the need to implement smart city solutions that can deliver real, long-term
benefits to African businesses and citizens.

• Policy and programmatic digital transformation priorities can deliver truly Smart and Sustainable African Cities
by targeting investments towards connected solutions cutting across the Digital Economy as a foundational base.



… the Africa Digital Moonshot initiative



WORLD BANK GROUP SUPPORT FOR AFRICA’S DIGITAL 
ECONOMY MOONSHOT:
THE DIGITAL ECONOMY FOR AFRICA (DE4A) INITIATIVE

World Bank Group has announced a $25 Billion Financing Commitment in Support of the Digital Moonshot.  
Financing available for Investments across the Five Digital Economy Foundations Pillars + Use Cases (digital 
agriculture, health, education, finance, etc.)

• Step 1: Digital Economy Diagnostic Assessment

• Step 2: Defining National Level WBG Support Program(s) of technical assistance, investment financing and policy 
reform support in line with DE Assessment Recommendations and Government Aspirations + Identification of 
Private Sector DE Investments

• Step 3: Support for Regional Digital Market Integration and Competitiveness



DIGITAL ECONOMY FOR AFRICA MOONSHOT (DE4A)

The DE4A is forms part of the World
Bank Group’s support for the African
Union’s Digital Moonshot for Africa,
which wants to see every African
individual, business and government to
be digitally enabled by 2030.

The DE4A is underpinned by five core 
principles.

DE4A

Comprehensive

Transformative

InclusiveHomegrown

Collaborative



THE FIVE FOUNDATIONS OF THE DIGITAL ECONOMY



MOONSHOT OBJECTIVES

Source:  World Bank DE4A Diagnostic Assessment, 2019



DIGITAL INFRASTRUCTURE TRANSFORMATION



ENABLING DIGITAL POLICIES & REGULATION

• An extensive Digital economy policy reform and investment underscores a successful implementation of Smart
City solutions, especially in larger African countries that are well positioned to reap the benefits of accelerated
digital transformation.

• Utilising government and strategic context-based plans to coordinate and extend funding revolving around main
verticals.

• E.g. Most African countries typically focus on transport and utility verticals, while some parts of Middle East focus on public
service provision.

• Adequate coordination between public and private sector entities pushes for the right regulatory levers to be
deployed for accelerating digital transformation

• E.g. Smart Rwanda Masterplan (a public-private partnership); Nairobi Intelligent Traffic System (World Bank and Nairobi
Government)



INVOLVEMENT OF LOCAL TELCOS’

Various involvement levels of Telcos’ in the provision of Smart City projects

• Main role of Telcos’ is the facilitation of connectivity between and across smart devices.

• Infrastructure investments in 5G technology will help connect a new ecosystem of a range of smart devices and
Smart City solutions



COLLABORATION AMONG KEY STAKEHOLDERS

Government (both State and Federal) typically take the lead to develop and fund Smart City projects.

• Collaboration with the private holds strong potential for innovation and addressing bottlenecks of funding.

• Smart City solution providers play a critical role in responding to local needs through the creation of context-based
smart solutions.



SMART SOLUTIONS IN AFRICA & MIDDLE EAST

Mobility

• Challenges: Urban traffic congestion, high usage of public vehicles, limited access to public transportation services,
air and noise pollution

• Smart City solution: Bus rapid transit (BRT) system where passengers access travel information and bus fares. Data
gathered are used to optimise operations. Deployed in Dar es Salaam, Morocco and Nigeria.

Security

• Challenges: Lack of real time information to respond to urban violence/crime, civil conflict, terrorism and
cybercrime.

• Smart City solution: Cyber and video surveillance, data management, automotive safety technologies, and
security services. Deployed in Nairobi to link surveillance cameras with police bureaus and police officers.

Public Services

• Challenges: Services are bureaucratic, inefficient and low quality in social sectors like education and health.

• Smart City solution: E-government services can bridge the gap between citizen demands and local services while
also increasing transparency. Smart Classrooms partnership with Microsoft deployed in Rwanda.
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