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This liaison answers ITU-D - ITU-D SG1 - Document SG1RGQ/320-E.
A new liaison statement has been received from IRG-AVA.

This liaison statement follows and the original file can be downloaded from the ITU ftp server at http://handle.itu.int/11.1002/ls/sp16-irg-ava-oLS-00004.docx.
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	Approval:
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IRG-AVA thanks ITU-D Q7/1 ("Access to telecommunication/ICT services by persons with disabilities and with specific needs") for your liaison statement (your SG1RGQ/320-E, our Doc. IRG-AVA-1701-004) with a request for increased cooperation.
IRG AVA agrees that it seems entirely appropriate for ITU-D to be involved in discussions about access systems considering that a significant number of persons with disabilities live in developing countries and may have particular needs or difficulties that could be brought to bear on discussions of standards.
ITU-T and ITU-R have specific provisions established by WTSA and RA for inter-sector rapporteur group activities. While ITU-D has in its Res.1 a provision for Joint Rapporteur Groups (JRG), they seem to be circumscribed to ITU-D study groups. Hence, it seems that to join the existing three partners in the IRG-AVA, ITU-D needs the definition of a formal mechanism from the WTDC in October 2017 (for example, by amendment of WTDC Resolution 58 or extension of the JRG mechanism in Resolution 1 to include inter-sector rapporteur groups). 
That said, current possibilities of how delegates from ITU-D could attend the IRG-AVA:

· anyone representing a member state

· a Sector Member of ITU-R or ITU-T

· an associate of ITU-R SG6, ITU-T SG9 or SG16

· Those that do not fall into these categories would need to be invited by the IRG-AVA co-chairs. 

Note that none of these cases would officially entail ITU-D representation in the work.

We look forward to welcoming ITU-D delegates in joining the IRG-AVA discussions under any of these participation modalities, noting that the focus of the group is on the development of standards in the area of accessibility of audiovisual media ("access services").

As a closing note, we would observe that no fellowship is available from ITU-T and ITU-R groups for delegate participation in IRG activities.
___________________
