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Please find below a contribution from Mr. Gerry Ellis to the JCA-AHF meeting on 30 May 2014:
1. ISO/IEC Guide 71

ISO/IEC Guide 71 was first published in 2001. Guide 71 is not in itself a standard; it presents information to standards bodies and standards developers to assist them to include the needs of people with disabilities and older people when developing standards.

ISO set up a group called the Joint Technical Advisory Group (JTAG) to review Guide 71 and this review has taken place over the last 3 years. Separate internal commenting and voting processes within ISO and IEC have resulted in a document known as a Draft International Standard that is sent for ballot by ISO and IEC national bodies. The ballot period commenced on May 15th, 2014 and will complete on September 15th, 2014. The likely publication date of the updated Guide 71 is October or November, 2014. 

During the ballot period, if further comment suggesting changes is deemed necessary, there are three channels to submit comments on Guide 71:
(1) Individuals via the national bodies of ISO and IEC

Individuals should send their suggestion comments directly to the national body in their own country. In most, if not all, cases, the national body for ISO is the same organisation as the national body for IEC. The national body will compile an agreed set of comments if any, and send this to ISO and IEC together with its vote to approve or oppose the draft Guide 71 or to abstain.
(2) Liaison Organisations

These are typically regional organisations such as ANEC and the European Disability Forum. These should have nominated somebody and participated in the JTAG. Each liaison organisation may send comments directly to the ISO Secretariat who is dealing with Guide 71, but a liaison organisation does not have a vote. Each liaison organisation should compile one set of comments and submit them rather than individual members or subgroups within the organisation submitting separate comments.

(3) Observer organisations

These are typically international organisations such as The International Telecommunication Union (ITU). These should have nominated somebody and participated in the JTAG. Each observer organisation may send comments directly to the ISO Secretariat who is dealing with Guide 71, but an observer organisation does not have a vote. Each observer organisation should compile one set of comments and submit them rather than individual members or subgroups within the organisation submitting separate comments.

2. CEN/CENELEC Guide 6

The original ISO/IEC Guide 71 was adopted verbatum by CEN/CENELEC as its Guide 6 in 2002. The CEN/CENELEC process to adopt or reject the revised Guide 71 as its Guide 6 is separate from that of ISO/IEC. 

CEN/CENELEC set up a group called the Strategic Advisory Group on Accessibility (SAGA) around two years ago to advise them on accessibility issues. SAGA has decided to send the Draft International Standard version of Guide 71 to SAGA members with a list of questions. For instance, they wish to understand if Guide 71 is compatible with Mandate 473. Once SAGA receives answers to these questions, they will make a recommendation to the CEN/CENELEC management board (called the TB) to reject the Draft International Standard or send it for CEN/CENELEC members’ decision. CEN/CENELEC will then decide if it will initiate a comment period and a formal vote amongst CEN/CENELEC members. It is unclear at this point exactly how this comment and voting process will proceed. The result of this is that if CEN/CENELEC decides to adopt Guide 71 as its Guide 6 this will not happen until after ISO/IEC Guide 71 is published. This is in line with the way it was adopted back in 2002.

3. ITU Adoption of Guide 71

ITU has been an observer member in the JTAG from the beginning and contributed actively to the revision of Guide 71, mostly by Mr. Gerry Ellis representing ITU-T. 

ITU proposes to adopt ISO/IEC Guide 71 as its own document. The Draft international Standard version of Guide 71 will be reviewed by ITU-T SG16 in its next meeting in Japan in July. ISO have requested ITU to organise a conditional approval of Guide 71 in time to allow ISO include a statement of approval by ITU in Guide 71 when it is published. ITU are investigating the feasibility of accommodating this request. If this is not possible, it is likely that the earliest that ITU could adopt Guide 71 is early in 2015.

Response from across other interested ITU groups including JCA-AHF and SG2 is encouraged, and should be sent to ITU-T SG16. It’s planned that the July ITU-T SG16 meeting will generate a consolidated ITU-wide comment on Guide 71. 

4. Joint ISO/IEC/ITU Policy Statement on Accessibility and Standardisation

A proposal was made two years ago that ISO, IEC and ITU within the framework of World Standards Cooperation to produce a joint policy statement on Accessibility in Standardisation. A draft document has been produced and is now being considered by each of the 3 organisations. 

The ISO JTAG made some comments on the draft joint policy statement and IEC have expressed its support for it. ITU are currently reviewing it. It is hoped that the joint policy statement will be approved by all 3 organisations in time to mention it in the new Guide 71. The joint policy statement could even be published and launched at the same time as the updated Guide 71.

Gerry Ellis

gerry.ellis@feelthebenefit.com
	Attention: This is not a publication made available to the public, but an internal ITU-T Document intended only for use by the Member States of ITU, by ITU-T Sector Members and Associates, and their respective staff and collaborators in their ITU related work. It shall not be made available to, and used by, any other persons or entities without the prior written consent of ITU-T.


	



