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Study Group 9 thanks JCA-AHF and SG16 (FG AVA) for their liaison statements on Inter sector Rapporteur's Group (IRG) on the topic of audiovisual quality assessment (IRG-AVQA).
SG9 is pleased to announce that the intersector rapporteur group on audiovisual quality assessment (IRG-AVQA) between ITU-T SG9, ITU-T SG12 and ITU-R WP6C has been approved. Accordingly, the JRG-MMQA is now dissolved. The IRG-AVQA will continue the work of the JRG-MMQA and expand that work to include ITU-R WP6C.
ITU-T Study Group’s 9 and 12 held a joint session to discuss the IRG-AVQA and explore ways to take advantage of this new group. The joint group agreed to have guidelines of IRG-AVQA, the first draft is found in TD 396 (GEN/9). 
The first meeting of the IRG-AVQA will replace the previously announced JRG-MMQA meeting, 21-24 January 2014, collocated with the Video Quality Experts Group meeting.
The FG AVA had inquired about the impact that the IRG-AVQA might have on accessibility issues that relate to access services, for those with hearing and seeing disabilities. JCA-AHF introduced ITU Brochure Mainstreaming Accessibility which emphasizes the overall work of ITU on accessibility and the importance of using the principles of the ITU-T SG16 Accessibility check list. 
We also identify that quality of service is associated with the recognisability of accessibility such as subtitles, sign language, auxiliary audio, etc. An improved ability to accurately assess audiovisual quality (subjectively and objectively) will help guide investigations into this important area of investigation. ITU-T Study Group 9 Question 2 began a new work item, P.av-ims, which may help investigations into accessibility issues. Any comments you may have would be welcome. 
Our opinion is that the IRG-AVQA will enable the development of more robust Recommendations in the field of audiovisual communication, due to the ability of each Study Group to draw upon the knowledge and resources of the other two Study Groups.
Attachment: 1
TD343 (GEN/9) – Draft new Recommendation ITU-T P.av-ims: “Immersive Subjective Testing Method for Audio, Video or Audiovisual Stimuli”
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