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Ensuring Digital Inclusion in the Vision of WSIS Beyond 2015

Invitation to contribute to the WSIS+10 High- Level Event Preparatory process

www.wsis.org/review/mpp 

Introduction

The WSIS+10 High-Level Event will be held from 13 to 17 April 2014 in Sharm el-Sheikh. This event will be an extended version of the WSIS Forum. It is designed to review the progress made in the implementation of the WSIS outcomes under the mandates of participating agencies, and to take stock of achievements in the last 10 years based on reports of WSIS Stakeholders, including those submitted by countries, Action Line Facilitators and other stakeholders.
The WSIS+10 High-Level Event will review the WSIS Outcomes (2003 and 2005) related to the WSIS Action Lines with the view of developing proposals on a new vision beyond 2015, potentially including new targets. It will endorse two documents i.e.  the WSIS+10 Statement on the Implementation of WSIS Outcomes and the WSIS+10 Vision for WSIS Beyond 2015 under mandates of participating agencies. These documents will be developed during the WSIS+10 High-Level Event Open Consultation Process. 
Please not that this process will take into account the decisions of the 68th Session of the UN General Assembly. 

WSIS+10 High-Level Event Preparatory Process 

The preparatory process is coordinated by the ITU with full commitment from all UN Agencies (ITU, UNESCO UNCTAD, UNDP, UNDESA, WHO, FAO, UNEP, WMO, ITC, UPU) mandated to facilitate the implementation of the WSIS Outcomes. The Open Consultation Process consists of three physical meetings and a final briefing, with remote participation, and online consultations. It was initiated, in six phases, in July 2013. 
· Phase One: July 2013 - Initiation of the Open Consultation Process

· Phase Two: 7-8 October 2013 - First Physical Meeting

· Purpose: The purpose of the meeting was to develop multi-stakeholder consensus on the proposed texts for the Zero Drafts of the Draft WSIS+10 Statement on the Implementation of WSIS Outcomes and Draft WSIS+10 Vision for WSIS Beyond 2015 under mandates of participating agencies. 

· Input to the First Physical meeting: As an input towards the first physical meeting Zero Drafts of the Statement and Vision were prepared based on the Background Documents and more than 50 detailed inputs received from governments, private sector and civil society representatives and international organizations. 

· Outcome: The meeting recognized the proposed zero drafts as the starting point for further evolution during the consultation process. The way forward was decided and deadlines were set, defining the evolution of the documents till the next meeting. 

· Chaiman’s report available here: http://www.itu.int/wsis/review/inc/docs/phase2/WSIS10.hle-ocp_phase2_ChairmanReport.pdf
· Phase Three: 16-18 December 2013 - Second Physical Meeting
· Documents for Comments: Zero Drafts with Consolidated Texts for Chapter C of the WSIS+10 Vision for WSIS beyond 2015 http://www.itu.int/wsis/review/mpp/pages/consolidated-texts.html 

· Phase Four: 17-18 February 2014 - Third Physical Meeting- Register here: 

http://www.itu.int/online/regsys/ITU-SG/WSIS/edrs.registration.form 
· Phase Five: 1 March 2014 - Outcomes of the open consultation published.
· Phase Six: 12 March 2014 - Final Brief on the WSIS+10 High-Level Event

This open and inclusive, multi-stakeholder open consultation process invites all WSIS Stakeholders to submit inputs and develop the Draft Outcome Documents of the WSIS+10 High-Level Event and proposals on themes & innovative approaches for the Event.
Towards Digital Inclusion and Accessibility in the Vision of WSIS beyond 2015: 

All members of the Joint Coordination Activity on Accessibility and Human Factors (JCA-AHF) are invited to participate actively in the WSIS+10 High-Level Event Preparatory Process and to ensure that the main elements of Accessibility and Digital Inclusion are well addressed in the vision of WSIS beyond 2015. The deadline for submitting your contributions to the WSIS Secretariat at wsis-info@itu.int is 17 November 2013 (non-extendable).
Contributions can be made by submitting proposed texts for:

1.  Zero Draft: WSIS+10 Statement on the Implementation of WSIS Outcomes (Available  at: http://www.itu.int/wsis/review/mpp/pages/consolidated-texts.html )
A. Preamble

B. Overview of the implementation of Action Lines

C. Challenges-during implementation of action lines and new challenges that have emerged

2. Zero Draft: WSIS+10 Vision for WSIS beyond 2015 (Available at http://www.itu.int/wsis/review/mpp/pages/consolidated-texts.html) 
A. Preamble

B. Priority areas to be addressed in the implementation of WSIS Beyond 2015

C. ACTION LINES

C1. The role of public governance authorities and all stakeholders in the promotion of ICTs for development

C2. Information and communication infrastructure

C3. Access to information and knowledge

C4. Capacity building

C5. Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs

C6. Enabling environment

C7. ICT applications: benefits in all aspects of life 

C7. E-government

C7. E-business

C7. E-learning

C7 E-health

C7 E-employment

C7 E-environment

C7 E-agriculture

C7 E-science

C8. Cultural diversity and identity, linguistic diversity and local content

C9. Media

C10. Ethical dimensions of the Information Society

C11. International and regional cooperation

D. OTHER ISSUES

Other issues not covered by Action Lines above [, if any]

E. [ACCOUNTABILITY AND] MEASUREMENT

[Accountability and] Measurement of the WSIS Action Lines beyond 2015, targets and Indicators for an open and inclusive information/knowledge society for all beyond 2015
Please note that these documents have been developed keeping in mind some basic principles listed below: 

1. Focus on the WSIS Action Lines and measurement of their implementation.

2. Develop a vision upon existing framework of Action Lines, identifying emerging trends, challenges and priorities for new decade, without making existing framework of Action Lines obsolete.

3. Geneva Declaration and Geneva Plan of Action still remain valid until further decisions by General Assembly

4. Restrict the proposals on Action Lines, under the responsibility of the respective UN Agencies, to the Geneva Plan of Action.

5. Avoid proposals referring to the outcomes of the Tunis phase of WSIS on the following, implementation mechanism, follow up, internet governance (other than internet issues relevant to action lines), IGF, enhanced cooperation, CSTD.

6. Avoid prejudging the outcomes of the 68th Session of the General Assembly on modalities of the Overall Review

7. Respect mandates given by Tunis Agenda and respect for the multi-stakeholder principles.

Between 17 November and 29 November the Secretariat will prepare all the necessary documentation, which includes compilation of all submissions leading towards the First Drafts of documents. 

The Secretariat will publish the documentation for consideration two weeks before the second meeting. Deadline : 29 November 2013
For additional details please contact the WSIS Secretariat at: wsis-info@itu.int 
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