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Towards Knowledge Societies for Peace and Sustainable Development
Multistakeholder WSIS+10 Review Event
UNESCO headquarters, Paris, 25-27 February 2013
SESSION OUTLINE
Towards WSIS +10 and Beyond: 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Knowledge Societies

26 February 2013, 2 p.m.-4 p.m., Room 6 – main session

27 February 2013, 9.30 a.m.-1 p.m., Room 3 – group work 

Marking the 10th anniversary of the adoption of the Plan of Action of the World Summit on the Information Society, UNESCO, in cooperation with ITU, UNDP and UNCTAD, hosts in 2013 the first WSIS+10 Review meeting and number of thematic sessions, in which world leaders, along with high-level participants from governments, the private sector, NGOs and other groups, to assess progress made and future ICT trends, which will impact all spheres of societies. It is also envisaged that the Conference will result in post-2015 recommendations. 

The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) in Geneva (2003) and WSIS Tunis (2005) have emphasized several action lines on inclusion of persons with disabilities in society. Actions outlined in the WSIS Geneva and WSIS Tunis agenda, when implemented, will benefit persons with disabilities in providing them with accessible content and tools to fully participate in society, have complete access to services based on digital technologies, whether education, employment, e-government or leisure.

During the WSIS+10 Review meeting, UNESCO together with other partners will organize a special session on inclusion of persons with disabilities in society from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. on 26 February 2013 and a working group session for the development of concrete recommendations from 9.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 27 February 2013. 
The major objectives of the special session are: 

· Discuss the outcomes of the WSIS+10 review process, challenges encountered in the context of inclusion of persons with disabilities and progress made;

· Review and further elaborate policy recommendations and guidelines for the implementation of the Article 9 Accessibility and Article 24 Education of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

For the WSIS+10 review process, UNESCO has launched a research study with an aim to assess the application of ICTs to access information and knowledge for persons with disabilities. Based on the outcomes of the research study and building on existing UNESCO and other partners’ work, concrete policy recommendations for the inclusion of persons with disabilities in knowledge societies will be formulated by the participants of the session. 

The organizers of the session target representatives of the national-policy makers and experts working on disability issues, industry representatives, disabled community and civil society. The session will contribute to the following WSIS Action Lines: C3 Access to knowledge, C7 E-learning.
Contact person: 

Ms Irmgarda Kasinskaite-Buddeberg

Communication and Information Sector

UNESCO
Email: i.kasinskaite@unesco.org
WSIS+10 Review website: 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/flagship-project-activities/towards-knowledge-societies-for-peace-and-sustainable-development/about-wsis-10/
UNESCO website on access for persons with disabilities:

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/access-to-knowledge/access-for-people-with-disabilities/
