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A new liaison statement has been received from ITU-R WP 5A.
This liaison statement follows and the original file can be downloaded from the ITU ftp server at http://ifa.itu.int/t/2009/ls/itu-rwp5a/sp14-itu-rwp5a-iLS-00024.docx.
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	Working Party 5A

	Liaison statement to Working Parties 1a, 1B, 5B, 5c and 6A (COPY to ITU-T fg-AVA, ITU-T SG 2, ITU-D SG 2,
ITU-D SG 1, ETSI ERM TG 17, JCA-AHF)

	draft revision of recommendation itu-r M.1076

	Wireless communication systems for persons with impaired hearing


At its November 2012 meeting, Working Party 5A received a liaison statement from ITU-T Focus Group on Audio Visual Accessibility (FG-AVA) (Document 5A/160). The ITU-T FG-AVA proposed that Working Party 5A undertake a revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.1076, “Wireless communication systems for persons with impaired hearing”.
Working Party 5A agreed to undertake the revision effort to reflect changes in the technical characteristics of wireless aids for hearing impaired people since the Recommendation was developed in 1994. A working document towards a draft revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.1076 is contained in document (Annex 15 of Document 5A/198).
In a separate liaison statement (Document 5A/116), the ITU-T FG-AVA proposed that wireless systems for hearing impaired users should be applicable worldwide.  ITU-T FG-AVA noted that this would provide access for hearing impaired users to public services worldwide, for instance at airports, train stations, theatres, churches etc.
In an earlier reply liaison statement, Working Party 5A had encouraged ITU-T FG-AVA to make use of the existing and available bands for hearing aids and, in particular, the SRD bands. The ITU‑T FG-AVA indicated that they had considered Working Party 5A’s suggestions. They noted that Recommendation ITU-R SM.1896 lists several frequency ranges for the harmonization for short range devices (SRD) that could be used globally.
In the view of ITU-T FG-AVA, the only suitable bands are in the range of 150 MHz to 3.0 GHz due to size limitations of hearing devices. They noted that the only globally available band from Recommendation ITU-R SM.1896 is the 2.4 GHz band. However, the ITU-T FG-AVA contends that this band does not provide sufficient quality for this application as this band is already congested in public areas where the new system would operate and the congestion and RF powers in use would override the wireless system for hearing impaired people.

Part of the ITU-T FG-AVA proposal was also to study additional frequency bands for low power (max. 10 mW) wireless communication systems for persons with impaired hearing. One band proposed by the ITU-T FG-AVA is the 156.4875-156.5625 MHz and 156.7625-156.8375 MHz band.
The ITU-T FG-AVA also mentioned the 960-1 164 MHz band as a possible band for wireless low power (max. 10 mW) communication systems for persons with impaired hearing.
Working Party 5A is responsible for the maintenance of Recommendation ITU-R M.1076. However, WP 5A is of the view that these devices are either SRDs or PMSE which fall under the purview of Working Parties 1A, 1B or 6A respectively. Furthermore, the spectrum being proposed by ITU-T FG-AVA is allocated to services which are within the purview of Working Parties 5B and 5C.
Therefore, we seek the guidance of the concerned Working Parties on this topic.  In particular, we seek guidance from Working Party 5B and 5C on the suitability of the bands proposed by ITU-T FG-AVA, that are 156 MHz and 960-1 164 MHz bands, or other bands under the responsibility of Working Parties 5B and 5C for this purpose as appropriate.
Working Party 5A looks forward to cooperate with the Working Parties on this issue. 
The next meeting of Working Party 5A is scheduled for 20-31 May 2013.
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