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This liaison answers on Document 5A/TEMP/20, dated 5 June 2012.
FG AVA acknowledge your observation that WP 5A is not in a position to take action on the global allocation of spectrum to radiocomunication services which is done by the World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC). We also considered your suggestion to find an existing spectrum allocation into existing bands, but extensive investigation has failed to find suitable world wide spectrum. The only band available is 2.4 GHz. This is already congested in public areas where the new system is required to operate and the congestion and RF powers in use would override the wireless system for hearing aid impaired people. 

On your question to better understand, why the existing and available bands for hearing aids and in particular the SRD bands as mentioned in Attachment 1 of Document 5A/2 (e.g., 863-865 MHz) have been excluded, we can answer that the band 863-865MHz is adjacent to the 790-862MHz mobile allocation and extensive compatibility work by ETSI-CENELEC JWG on the Digital Dividend and current work items in CEPT have clearly shown that due to the out of band energy and blocking from both the mobile service base stations and terminal units will make the band unusable for wireless aids for hearing impaired people. Interference from a physically close terminal unit could seriously impair the hearing for wireless aid users.

The requirement, as stated in Section 8.2 of Draft ETSI TR 102 791 V1.2 (2011-11), should be modified as follows: 

A minimum of 6 x 600 kHz channels operating up to 10 mW in the frequency range:

156.4875- 156.5625 & 156.7625-156.8375 (T/R 20-08 Annex 1) Maritime, these could be used in conjunction with the existing 169 MHz band in Europe and Japan and the 216 MHz band in USA

OR

960- 1164 MHz Band Aeronautical.

As WP 5A indicates we would also like that Recommendation ITU-R M.1076 (1994) should be updated e.g. with information from our FG-AVA report ava-i-0030 and TR 102 791 and its planned updates, and on which we offer our support to contribute to.

In particular:

· The 88-108 MHz band is worldwide but the power limits and bandwidths are unsuitable for a public system and many regions have not implemented it. 

· The 72-76 MHz and 173-175 MHz bands have not been implemented by administrations worldwide. These are also unsuitable for the digital systems due to bandwidth, RF power and interference from DAB or TV in many countries.

We also noted that Report ITU-R M.778-2 (1990) covers techniques to transfer speech signals from a microphone to the listener’s hearing device, including infra-red radiation, but has restricted local coverage, not suitable for airport or for railway stations. With respect to VHF radio and the external induction field of a radiating antenna this would not provide a common worldwide spectrum. We do agree to your suggestion to update Report M.778-2 with information from our FG-AVA report ava-i-0030 and TR102 791 on which we can offer assistance, either by correspondence or attending meeting. 

It is our intention that both updated reports M.1076 and M.778-2 could be used for input to WRC-2015 as preparatory documents.

FG-AVA looks forward to continued cooperation with ITU-R WP 5A, ITU-T SG 16, and JCA-AHF on this issue.
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