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	Working Party 5D

	Reply Liaison statement to IRG-AVA
(Copy For information to ITU-R WP 1B, WP 5A, WP 6A,
Study Group 5, ITU-T Study Groups 9 and 16)

	BARRIERS TO WIRELESS CONNECTIONS FOR HEARING AIDS
AND MEDICAL DEVICES


Working Party 5D thanks the Inter-Sector Rapporteur Group on Audio Visual Accessibility (IRG‑AVA) for their liaison (Document 5D/1052) which poses four questions. WP 5D is pleased to provide responses following each question below.  
Question 1: Can ITU-R Study Group 5D propose methods to prevent interference to ALDs and SRDs devices that use a range of protocols including Bluetooth, Bluetooth low energy, Zigbee and 802.11 ?
WP 5D notes that the 2 400-2 500 MHz frequency band is designated for industrial, scientific and medical (ISM) applications in the Radio Regulations. ALDs and SRD devices operating within the 2 400‑2 483.5 MHz frequency band are not accorded any regulatory protection from interference and must operate on a non-interference basis.
Question 2: Is it possible to identify protected spectrum? 

WP 5D is not in a position to take any action on this request. Identification of spectrum for applications and devices such as ALDs is outside the mandate of WP 5D and can only be considered by a World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC). Each WRC reviews, and, if necessary, revises the Radio Regulations, the international treaty governing the use of the radio-frequency spectrum, based on an agenda developed at the previous WRC. 

Question 3: Is it possible to elevate the classification of ALDs and medical devices and include devices using Bluetooth critical economically to industry?

WP 5D is not in a position to assist with this request as national authorities have responsibility for the regulation and use of spectrum within their borders in accordance with international and domestic regulations.
Question 4: Can the mobile industry help to solve this problem?
As noted in the response to the above questions, these requests are outside the mandate of WP 5D. ALDs and SRD devices operating within the 2 400-2 500 MHz frequency band are not accorded any regulatory protection from interference and must operate on a non-interference basis in the same way as other types of devices operating in this band.
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