
PRACTICAL INFORMATION 8th ITU-T FG DR&NRR Meeting, 3-5 March 2014, Biel/ Switzerland
1. Meeting Venue
Federal Office of Communications (OFCOM)

Zukunftstrasse 44/ Rue de l’Avenir 44

CH-2501 Biel/ Bienne

Switzerland

Room : U1.049
Tel: +41 32 327 55 69 

Fax: +41 32 327 55 28
The meeting will start on Monday 3rd March 2014 at 9.30am and will finish in the afternoon of Wednesday 5th March, 2014. Please contact the reception of OFCOM in the morning of each meeting day (open from 8am) to get access to the meeting room.

If you have any question, please do not hesitate to contact Ms Philomène Corfu Tel: +41 32 327 55 69; E-mail: philomene.corfu@bakom.admin.ch
Situation map: http://www.bakom.admin.ch/org/adresse/index.html?lang=en 
Biel map : http://map.search.ch/biel-bienne/zukunftstr.44.en.html 
2. Electronic Meeting

This will be an electronic paperless meeting. LAN facilities will be provided. Participants are expected to bring in addition to their own computer equipment and peripherals, the following:

· Wireless LAN card

· Power converters ( if needed)
· Plug adaptors for power and phones

3. Mains Power

Power in Switzerland is 220 Volts 50 Hz, no other plugs than Swiss (type J – with an offset earth pin) or Europlug (type C – two pins) will fit the sockets so make sure you bring the appropriate converter.

4. Weather
The actual weather conditions at Biel/ Bienne you can find at www.meteoschweiz.ch
5. Exchange

The Swiss Frank (CHF)  are the local currency. Most commonly accepted cards are American Express, Master Card and Visa. 
6. Visa requirements
We would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in Switzerland. The visa must be requested as soon as possible, preferably four (4) weeks before the date of beginning of the meeting and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Switzerland in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure.
7. Airports
Most convenient airports for visiting Biel/Bienne are
· Zürich (ZRH): From Zürich airport, take the train to Biel/Bienne. There is a direct train every hour from Zürich airport to Biel/Bienne.

The majority of direct international connections are served by Zürich Airport.

· Geneva (GVA): From Geneva airport, take the train to Biel/Bienne. There is a direct train every hour from Geneva airport to Biel/Bienne.
· Basel (BSL): Leave the airport through the Swiss customs (not the French one) and take bus line 50 to SBB railway station (final stop). From Basel SBB railway station there is a direct train every hour to Biel/Bienne.

For the appropriate train connections please refer to the link http://www.sbb.ch/en/home.html
8. Hotel/Accommodation 
Please make your own reservations. If not explicitly stated at the hotel homepage please check in advance with the hotel if credit cards are accepted for payment. The following hotels are situated in walking distance to OFCOM:
	Hotel
	Cat
	Contact
	URL

	Hotel Elite
	****
	Rue de la gare 14 

CH-2501 Biel/Bienne

Tel. +41 32 328 77 77 

Fax. +41 32 328 77 70

info@hotelelite.ch 
	http://www.hotelelite.ch/index.php/en/


	Mercure,Plaza Biel
	****
	40 Neumarktstrasse

CH-2502 BIEL

Tel. +41 32/3286868

Fax. +41 32/3286869

h6166@accor.com 
	http://www.accorhotels.com/en/hotel-6166-mercure-plaza-biel/index.shtml


	BEST WESTERN Hotel Continental
	***
	Aarbergstrasse 29 

CH-2502 Biel

Tel: +41 32 327 27 27 

Fax: +41 32 327 27 26

info@continental-bienne.ch 
	http://www.continental-bienne.ch/index.php/en/


	Hotel Dufour
	***
	Rue Dufour 31 

CH-2502 Biel/Bienne 

Tel: +41 32 344 78 78 

Fax: +41 32 344 78 88 

hoteldufour@swissonline.ch 
	http://www.opd.ch/website.php?id=hoteldufour-ch 

	Hotel Metropol
	***
	Rue General-Dufour 112

CH-2502 Biel/Bienne

Tel : +41 32 344 90 44

Fax : +41 32 344 90 45

info@metropol-biel.ch 
	http://www.metropol-biel.ch/index.php? 


9. General information Biel-Bienne
http://www.biel-bienne.ch/ww/en/pub/home.cfm
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