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Further to the meeting announcement FG DFS-I-080 we would like to inform you of the following changes:

1. The dates of the fourth meeting of the FG DFS are 15-16 December 2015.
2. Paragraph 12: Funding for experts is amended to read as follows:

Funding for Experts may be provided. Please note that the decision criteria to grant this funding include but is not limited to the following:

a) Available budget; 

b) Participation of Experts from Least Developed Countries or low Income Developing Countries (http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/info/Documents/ldc-lic-201111.pdf); 

c) Role and activities of the applicant strongly related to digital financial services and financial inclusion; 

d) Proven experience in the areas of competence of the FG; 

e) Written contributions by the applicant towards making a presentation at the meeting. Contributions should focus on topics which are being discussed in the Focus Group. The written contribution should be submitted together with the application form for Funding Requests. Failure to include the written contribution with the application form, will result in the application being rejected; 
f) Contributions received will be screened and only the ones which are considered to be aligned with the topics being discussed in the Focus Group will be retained.
g) Equitable distribution among countries and regions; 

h) Gender balance. 

Preference will be given to national regulators and public officials. Expert funding requests (please use enclosed form at Annex 1), must be returned to ITU not later than 2 November 2015.  
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