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	Abstract:
	Social determinants of health have been long considered as equally or more important than the genetic predisposition to illnesses among people and addressing these determinants would help overcome the inequity in health as seen even in the developed contexts. When it comes to digital tools, its impact on health may be both direct and in-direct. In some instances, non-digital health tools would influence the health and wellbeing of the people by addressing key social determinants. This proposal outlines the experience of Commonwealth Centre for Digital Health (CWCDH) in hosting the Commonwealth Digital Health Awards using a perspective based on social determinants of health and how the learning through this experience could contribute to the discourse around AI4H in terms of expanding the reach and collaboration in maximizing the contribution of AI for health.  



Discussion
Commonwealth Centre for Digital Health (CWCDH) has been organizing the Commonwealth Digital Health Awards (CWDHA) since 2016 and concluded its fifth iteration in 2022. Each year, CWDHA receives more than 200 applications from start-ups and innovators from across the globe. Among these applicants, the best applicants go through a rigorous review process by an international panel of judges representing multilateral organizations, industry, academia, investors and organizations dealing with digital health in view of being recognized as the top products or innovations under different categories of digital health. The winners will then be supported by the CWCDH and its partner network to reach new heights including support for research and development, reaching new markets, finding investments and support with business modelling. 
Over the years, the CWCDH has realized that in order to identify the most impactful digital interventions on the health and wellbeing of the most vulnerable populations, one should look beyond the cohort of digital health technologies. In other words, the CWCDH believe in expanding the scope of digital health into digital tools impacting the social determinants of health. Social determinants of health have been defined by the World Health Organization (WHO) as “the conditions in which people are born, grow, live, work and age” and have been considered as equally, if not more, important to driving health outcomes than a patient’s genes. Thus, in the last two iterations of the awards, the CWCDH invited applicants from technology areas such as education, finance, environment, nutrition, etc, in addition to health technologies in view of giving recognition and unearthing potential game changing digital tools indirectly impacting the health and wellbeing of the people. This approach has made us believe in the impact of bringing non-health focused digital technologies including AI tools onboard as we venture into uplifting the health and wellbeing of the people in the world.  
In recent times, A discourse around how to leverage the power of AI on assessing the impact of social determinants on people and communities has emerged. The discourse extends to using AI for finding the most impactful interventions to overcome the effects of social determinants as well. In some instances, one may consider the use of digital technologies including AI as part of the problem given the digital divide that it may create – a social determinant itself. At the same time, building an ecosystem of digital tools that addresses health and wellbeing of a person or of a community - both directly and indirectly - may be a holistic means of applying AI for optimum health outcomes. 
Towards this end, the CWCDH believes that the concept of social determinants of health may be an avenue to expand AI4H reach and collaboration with industry, academia, and organizations outside the sphere of digital health, yet which could significantly impact the health and wellbeing of the population by addressing social determinants of health.

Proposal
The CWCDH proposes to critically evaluate the use of social determinants of health as a framework for expanding the AI4H discourse particularly by generating awareness among digital innovators of the potential for their innovations to be impactful for health and wellbeing. 
The discussion is proposed to focus on defining the nature of AI innovations emerging in areas recognized as social determinants and determine how such innovations may be recognized and supported to impart its beneficial effects. The CWCDH would be able to share its experience and the strategies adopted in recognizing and promoting non-digital health innovations that are both frugal and impactful. 
____________________________
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