
Empowering Users





“Afraid it will take over and destroy our working world”

“The great drawback here is that it is putting way too much trust 
in man-made machines. That will lead us into a lot of trouble in 
the long run.”

“I don't see how this would help my children in the long run, 
when AI takes over jobs and replaces the human race in 
production and livelihood.”

“I do not trust machines or anything thing with no soul or spirit” “I 
think it's just making people lazy"

“Not learning first hand the enjoyments of doing yourself”

Fear, mistrust (57%)

Technovation, 2018



AI - A Seismic Shift for the 21st century



Many are escaping extreme 
poverty

But new inequality is emerging

In enhanced capabilities.

The capability to choose what she 
wants to be and do  (UNDP HDR 
2019)

Differential Access to technology & education → inequality



● Common Forum, Language, Tools 

● Community Openness

● AI at the Grassroots 

● Diverse perspectives in AI

● AI Capabilities -- at all levels

UN 2030 Agenda - Prosperity for All



“Will AI-education for 
marginalized 
communities be a 
good ROI?”

“How innovative will their 
ideas truly be?”

“Aren’t you 
selling them false 
hopes?”

“Shouldn’t they be 
focusing on the 
basics - learning 
how to read and 
write?”

“Will the next AI 
breakthrough really 
come from these 
groups?”



“Letting us have a hand in new technology”

“It's going to be taking over the world so we better get our hands on 

this concept and ride”

“It will help for myself and my family to not be biased towards AI 

through being more educated on the concept.”

"I’m already behind in today's technology and my children are ahead. I 

believe we could all benefit in very positive way n grow rite along with 

the worlds speed.”

curiosity (43%)

Technovation, 2018



“I realized so many African women who didn't go far in their 
education want to give their children more opportunities to go 
beyond and are equally interested in improving their own lives 
by learning and applying new concepts" 

"She had little educational background but was so curious in trying to do the 
hands on projects on her own. What was unique about her was the way she 
designed her projects and how she could easily relate them to the items in her 
house in order to see an application of AI in real life. Her eagerness to learn 
and her motivation was really impressive. And I could see a mother who didn't 
have the opportunity to study but is willing to learn despite her age and to 
encourage her girl child to go further" – Educator, Cameroon



A girl traveled 4 hours from her village with 
her dad to do the weekly AI challenge –
Mentor, Bolivia

“We were seeing technology as a struggle, 
now we are seeing it as a wonderland, the 
people we have met and the opportunities we 
have taken, taught us that technology is one 
of the greatest roads to save our community” 
- Tunisian Team 





Democratize creativity



Democratize ai → 
Commons 



AI at the Grassroots

● Develop a common language & community openness for AI 

● Increase AI-skill building in diverse groups (esp girls & women)

● Foster local, AI-based climate solutions

● Foster local entrepreneurship

● Enable more grassroots data-collection 

● Build real-world problem solving capability -- at all levels

● Build Resilient Communities



How Else will we get:

● Diverse perspectives

● Creative thinkers

● Innovation

● Prosperity for all

If not by empowering all?



“It’s really important 
for everyone in the 
world to understand 
what AI is, what it can 
do, and how to apply it 
to different problems. 
” 

Jeff Dean 
SVP and Senior Fellow, 
Google AI




