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Abstract of presentation 

When available, affordable and accessible, technologies 
are a great enabler for persons with disabilities in 
supporting their independent living and their full 
participation in all aspects of life. This is why the UN 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is 
the first international Human Rights treaty that 
recognizes access to ICT as a right for persons with 
disabilities.  
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EDF as the representative organization of persons with 
disabilities at EU level has intensively worked in 
advocating for a strong legal framework that ensures 
persons with disabilities can fully enjoy equal access to 
mainstream accessibility technologies and assistive 
technologies. Much progress in this regard has been 
achieved. 
 
With technology convergence and new ICT solutions 
emerging -e.g. Artificial Intelligence, Reality 
Technologies, Internet of Things…- new opportunities 
arise for technologies to serve the inclusion of persons 
with disabilities. Nevertheless, there are also risks and 
concerns that we identified in the recently launched 
report “Plug and Pray? A disability perspective on 
artificial intelligence, automated decision making and 
emerging technologies”, which will also be introduced 
at the end of the presentation. 
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