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Introduction

e A Digital Product Passport (DPP) is a digital record or profile that contains comprehensive information about
a product throughout its lifecycle, from production to disposal.

® [tserves as a centralized repository of data, including details about the;
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The Digital Product Passport
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often includes unique identifiers for tracking purposes

e Digital Product Passport acts as a digital identity card for a product, containing essential information that enables
stakeholders to;
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assess its environmental performance,
make informed choices, and
promote sustainable practices throughout its lifecycle.



The Purpose of DPPs

By providing stakeholders with access to detailed information about a product's environmental footprint
and sustainability credentials, DPPs empower consumers to make eco-conscious purchasing decisions,
support responsible disposal and recycling practices, incentivize manufacturers to design more
sustainable products, and contribute to a more circular and sustainable economy thus;

facilitating promoting streamlining

sustainability, supply chain
and management.

enhancing informed
transparency, decision-
| making,




The Purpose of DPPs

DPPs facilitate responsible disposal Manufacturers benefit from DPPs by

: : gaining insights into the environmental
and recycling practices. performance of their products.

e They enable proper identification and

This feedback loop incentivizes them
categorization of products for

to optimize resource use, reduce
recycling or disposal, guiding energy consumption, and adopt
consumers and waste management sustainable production practices.
authorities towards environmentally

friendly handling methods.

They play a crucial role in driving
innovation towards greener
» This contributes to reducing e-waste technologies and materials,

and minimizing the environmental

ultimately contributing to a more
impact of discarded products. sustainable economy.




Importance of DPPs in promoting sustainability and transparency
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Economic
Development

Will allow African countries to
contribute to and benefit from
global digital trade.

It can foster economic growth by
creating opportunities for digital
product exports and attracting
investment in digital industries.
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Trade Opportunities

It can streamline cross-border
trade by providing standardized
documentation and verification

processes for digital products.

This can lower barriers to trade

and enable African businesses to

access international markets
more easily.
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Innovation and
Technology Transfer

Being part of discussions
around digital standards and
passports can facilitate
technology transfer and
knowledge sharing.

African countries can learn from
global best practices and
innovation, leading to the

development of their digital
industries and capabilities.

Data Protection and
Privacy

Can allow African nations to
advocate for robust data
protection and privacy standards.

This is essential for building

trust in digital trade and ensuring

that African consumers and

businesses are adequately
protected.

Global Collaboration

Africa can collaborate with
other regions to shape
digital trade policies and
standards that are
inclusive and beneficial for
all parties.

This can lead to a more

balanced and equitable
global digital economy

Why Africa Should Be Involved in DPP Discussions
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Challenges for Africa in implementing DPPs

Infrastructure

Many African
countries still lack
adequate digital
infrastructure,
including reliable
internet connectivity
and digital payment
systems. This can
hinder the smooth
implementation and
operation of DPPs,
which rely heavily on
digital technologies.
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Digital Divide

There is a significant
digital divide within
Africa, with urban
areas often having
better access to
digital resources than
rural areas. Bridging
this gap is crucial for
ensuring widespread
adoption and benefits
of DPPs across the
continent.

~

Regulatory
Frameworks

African countries
may need to develop
or enhance their
regulatory
frameworks to
accommodate DPPs.
This includes data
protection and
privacy laws,
standards for digital
product verification,
and mechanisms for
cross-border digital
trade.
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Capacity Building

Building the capacity
of local businesses,
government
agencies, and
technical experts to
understand and
implement DPPs is
essential. This
includes training on
digital technologies,
data management,
and compliance with
DPP standards.
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Challenges for Africa in implementing DPPs
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Interoperability

Ensuring interoperability
between different DPP
systems used in Africa and
globally is crucial for
seamless cross-border
trade. This requires
coordination and alignment
of technical standards and
protocols.
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Cybersecurity

With increased digital
transactions and data
exchange through DPPs,
cybersecurity becomes a
critical concern. African
countries need robust
cybersecurity measures to
protect digital assets,
prevent data breaches,
and build trust in digital
trade.

< /

4 )

Awareness and Adoption

Generating awareness and
promoting the adoption of
DPPs among businesses,

consumers, and

government agencies is a
key challenge. Education

and outreach efforts are
needed to highlight the
benefits of DPPs and
address any
misconceptions or
resistance.
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