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ICT is the game changer in Urban Africa….  

 Highest urbanisation is taking place in Africa. Emerging middle class work 
force.  Ghana is a good example (annual urbanisation of 2.7%) 

 

 Widespread penetration and access (53% Africa pop. mobile subscription) 

 

 Deployment as backbone for economic growth and rural development; 
growing market, saturated private participation, stable policy environment, 
substantial investments cutting-edge infrastructure and technology  

 

 Greater technology uptake in  banking, telephony and internet, mass media, 
education and research, informal marketing, public and security services. 

 

 ICT applications in early warning, disaster and  emergency management is 
still challenged?   



Urban “distress areas” hotspots of natural disaster and 

extreme weather events. For example in Accra……   

 Growing slums ( fire gusts,  annual flush flooding bed) 

 

 Hub Informal e-waste market  

 

 Uncontrolled planning 

 

 Extreme weather impacts on urban ICT infrastructure 

 

 Intensification of extreme weather events predicted and are already 

happening   

 



http://www.google.com/imgres?biw=1093&bih=513&tbm=isch&tbnid=KQwmUrH9II2fLM:&imgrefurl=http://www.averysegal.com/street-flooding-in-accra/&docid=adwrjNWzOTKv0M&imgurl=http://www.averysegal.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Flooded-Street.jpg&w=1440&h=1080&ei=ns2EUYu_M8mKswb9koEY&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?biw=1093&bih=513&tbm=isch&tbnid=tBtIX-CXkI6NXM:&imgrefurl=http://www.africanews.com/site/Torrential_rains_disrupt_activities_in_Accra_5_dead/list_messages/40144&docid=VNsqlfPvaZrlOM&imgurl=http://www.africanews.com/documents/f6/d4/f6d4cc63f1416076a70d5ea7bf65e577.article.jpg&w=350&h=263&ei=ns2EUYu_M8mKswb9koEY&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=676&page=1&tbnh=187&tbnw=231&start=0&ndsp=9&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0&tx=124&ty=85


Climate change adaptation and ICT case study in Ghana 

– collaboration between Ghana, ITU and UNFCCC….. 

Some prevailing climatic impacts in 3 ecological zone in Ghana 



Disaster risk initiatives undertaken in Ghana 



Linkages between adaptation and ICT 



Key lessons  from the Ghana case study………  

 There is no single mode of adapting to the changing climate, and thus no 
single mode by which ICTs can facilitate the adaptation process.  

 

 ICT and climate change policy content should be developed in support of 
national adaptation plans (across the different stages of adaptation 
processes), as well as in support of specific sectoral strategies (focusing on 
key areas affected by climate change such as water, food security, health, 
disasters, etc 

 

 Promoting the development and diffusion of technologies, know-how, and 
adaptive practices constitutes an important step for improving and enabling 
adaptation to climate change. 

 

 Promoting awareness on ICTs current and emergent areas of potential climate 
change consequences. 

 

 Addressing prevailing challenges of connectivity, access and use 



Key lessons  from the Ghana case study………ICT and 

Climate Change Policy   



Thank you  


