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About us

Who are we?

ITU is the United Nations specialized 
agency for information and 

communication technologies (ICTs) 

Committed to  
connecting world 
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About us

Who are we?

193
MEMBER 

STATES 

+700
INDUSTRY & 

INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS 

+150
ACADEMIA
MEMBERS

Our members
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About us

Where are we?
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How we got here 

Timeline

1865
We were 
founded

1880
Invention 
of radio

1906
First SOS

1925
First TV 
broadcast

1932
New name: International 
Telecommunication Union

1957
Space age 
comms

ITU

ITU at a glance



How we got here 

Timeline

1969
Roots of 
Internet

1973
First mobile 
phone call

2003/5
WSIS/ Bridging 
the Digital 
Divide

2010
Broadband 
Commission

2014
ICT innovation 
and Digital 
Inclusion

2015
Let’s 
celebrate!
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Meet us

What we do

Coordinating radio-frequency 
spectrum and assigning orbital 
slots for satellites

Bridging the digital divide

Establishing global standards
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‘Committed to 
Connecting the World’

3
Membership 

Sectors

ITU Radiocommunication (ITU-R)

ITU Standardization (ITU-T)

ITU Development (ITU-D)



Meet the sectors

ITU-R
/RADIOCOMMUNICATIONS/



Meet the sectors

ITU - R

Global management of radio-frequency 
spectrum and satellite orbits 

KEY
ROLE
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Meet the sectors

ITU - R

IMT-2000 and IMT-Advanced technical 
frameworks underpin mobile 3G and 4G 
networks

Excellent track record in maintaining 
harmonious satellite coordination 

MAJOR 
ACHIEVEMENTS
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Recommendations on 3DTV, Ultra High 
Definition TV (UHDTV) standards



Meet the sectors

ITU-T
/STANDARDIZATION/



Meet the sectors

ITU - T KEY
ROLE

Crucial role in defining operation and 
interoperability of technologies that underpin 
global communications network

200 - 300 new global standards approved every 

year, with over 4,000 in use today
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Meet the sectors

ITU - T MAJOR 
ACHIEVEMENTS

H.264 & H.265
The Prime Emmy 
award winning 

video codec

ITU at a glance

G.fast
up to 2Gbit/s 
over existing 

telephone wires

Optical fibre



Meet the sectors

ITU-D
/DEVELOPMENT/



Meet the sectors

ITU - D KEY
ROLE

Spread equitable and affordable access to 
telecommunications to help stimulate social and 
economic development

Human capacity-building in developing and 
least developed countries

Statistics
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www.itu.intThank You

keep in touch

www.itu.int/facebook @ITU


