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Key projects/ activities:

1. Policy advice
 2007 Review of the EU WEEE Directive

 2014 Common methodology WEEE Directive

 2017 E-waste in Latin America

2. Statistics
 Global E-waste Monitor (2014, 2017)

 ProSUM (Prospecting the Urban Mine, 2017)

3. Capacity building and training
 E-waste Academies (Global, 2009-now)

4. Facilitating International Dialogue
 Hosting StEP Secretariat: Solving the e-waste problem, 

see: www.step-initiative.org

http://www.step-initiative.org/


Products contain valuable materials 3
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Importance of materials to economy

Title Presentation - Location
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Need for the materials ! 5
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Where are those materials in our 
economy? Urban Mine !
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Overview of Global E-waste Quantities
Source: The Global E-waste Monitor-2017 (UNU, ITU, ISWA)
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44.7 Mt
Of e-waste 

generated in 2016

4500 Eiffel Towers

2 Mt 
end up in waste 

bins

8,9 Mt 
Is documented to be 

collected and recycled
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>15 kg/inh5 to 10 kg/inh< 5 kg/inh 10 to 15 kg/inh

Europe: 16.6 kg/inh

Oceania: 17.3 kg/inh

Africa: 1.9 kg/inh

Asia: 4.2 kg/inh

Americas: 11.6 kg/inh

15/06/2016Build the base for solving the global e-waste issue: Improving world wide e-waste statistics

Overview of Global E-waste Quantities
Source: The Global E-waste Monitor-2017 (UNU, ITU, ISWA)
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35% collected

6% collected

0% collected

15% collected

17% collected

15/06/2016Build the base for solving the global e-waste issue: Improving world wide e-waste statistics

Statistics are not harmonized throughout the countries

Only 41 countries in the world collect international statistics on e-waste

Overview of Global E-waste Quantities
Source: The Global E-waste Monitor-2017 (UNU, ITU, ISWA)
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WPEI - OECD 23/02/2016
09/03/18Urban Mining in the Circular economy



How?  11

 Definitions, concepts

 Classifications

 Measurement Framework

 Focus on Critical Raw Materials (CRM), and components with CRM

 Contains latest available data > 800 sources!

 Statistics, scientific literature, government reports, field study
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Framework 12
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Placed on 
Market
25,6 t

Stock

230 t

Collected and 
Reported

8,1 t

Not Reported
23,2 t

Waste
31,3 t
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Placed on 
Market
25,6 t

Stock

230 t

Collected and 
Reported

8,1 t

Not Reported
23,2 t

Waste
31,3 t

Gold in WEEE
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Global E-waste data for circular 
economy
 One stop show for all Raw Material information in the European Urban Mine

 www.urbanmineplatform.eu

 Freely available, detailed, georeferenced

 Helps recycling industry: to know which products are found in their waste 
streams

 Manufacturers looking to see which recycled materials and components 
they can use 

 Policy Makers on how to create and monitor an EU that is greener, circular, 
more competitive, less dependent on CRM
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http://www.urbanmineplatform.eu/


Join the Global Partnership for e-Waste 
Statistics!

 Improve the world through data and evidence based 
policies

 Raise awareness

 Global workshops + e-learning

 Measure impact on circular economy, SDG and 
Connect2020

 Looking for sponsors to extend circular economy data 
to regions outside EU


