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Distinguished guests
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I speak on behalf of the ATU Secretary General Mr. Soumaila who was not able to be with us here today in view of prior commitments. He sends his greetings to all of you and in particular salutes the host country Sudan for its commitment to the regional activities and for the great support ATU has continued to enjoy from them. And now, if you permit me I will read his statement.

It gives me great pleasure to address you today as a pointer to unite us together in pulling available resources to share experiences and views on cyber security which is a subject of interest to many of us. 
First, allow me to thank the organizers of this workshop for approaching ATU to collaborate together in the organization of this event. We are so grateful to ITU and the host country, Sudan through National Telecommunications Corporation (NTC) for putting together a very interesting program on Cybersecurity Strategy in Africa and we look forward to the success of this workshop.
  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I am proud to say here today that we have been strong partners with ITU and in the last couple of years; we have together collaborated in the organization of successful workshops addressing the needs of Africa in disseminating information and improving the understanding on issues related to the state of ICT affairs in Africa. 
However, this is the first time that we are collaborating with ITU on cyber security matters
Like you all know, many of our African countries have given little attention to the development of cyber security strategies in our respective countries and their participation in the internet related matters has been very dismal. 
Yet it is critical that African countries put in efforts to work together in stemming the security of our systems and the data it carries. 
To many of us, we have seen cybersecurity as though it does not concern us, yet it has become one of the most important segments of homeland security in recent years in lieu of the proliferation of advanced attack on software and the way in which more and more essential systems are coming to rely on digitalization. 
This is especially true in critical infrastructure sector, where some modern systems have proven particularly vulnerable. This then leaves us with the question of how this will impact our economies and the industry at large. 
I am aware that the cybersecurity challenges continue to pose are serious and this includes social and economic challenges among others. If we are to mitigate effects of this vice, then we must all as African countries play a key role in eradicating these problems.  

This workshop here therefore presents us all with an opportunity to coordinate our efforts in identifying the strategies that will equally work for all of us for the welfare of our continent. 
We at ATU are committed to working with all the structures in place to ensure that we address some of these challenges which are important in reinforcing strategic decision-making and in exploiting new technological trends. 
Consequently, we would like to extend our appreciation to all the Members of ATU for their continued support in ATU activities. I will not forget to once again thank the ITU and the Government of Sudan for their tireless support in ensuring the success of this workshop
It is also a great honour for me to invite you all to the 3rd and final African Regional preparatory meeting for WTSA-16 which will be held in Novotel October Hotel in Cairo-Egypt from 4-6 September, 2016 to prepare its final proposals to WTSA-16.

I wish you all a productive workshop and once again, thank you for making this workshop a reality with your presence.
I thank you for your attention!



