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His Excellency Mr. Abdula Yaya Kane, Minister of Posts and Telecommunications;

MR. Abu Abel Thiam, President of the College of Regulation of ARTP;
Mr. Abdou Karim Sall, Managing Director of ARTP;
Misters and Misses Managing Directors and Heads of Departments;
Distinguished participants in your respective ranks and titles, any protocol duly fulfilled;
Ladies and Gentlemen;
Honorable Delegates;
It is a real pleasure for me to take the floor on behalf of ITU, for this official opening ceremony of the regional Forum on standardization in Africa and the meeting of the Regional Groups of TSB studies groups 5 and 12 of ITU. I would like to begin by expressing the gratitude of ITU to the host country, Senegal, and to the Regulatory Authority for Telecommunications and Posts, ARTP, for kindly hosting these meetings. This testifies, if need be, the excellent relations between ITU and Senegal. Thus, the importance of the topics addressed by these two studies groups needn’t to be demonstrated. Actually, Study Group 5 that deals with ICT, environment and climate change, studies the contribution of ICTs to the fight against climate change and to sustainable development by highlighting such aspects as:

· The assessment of the environmental impact of ICTs; 

· The adaptation to climate change and their mitigation;

· Energy efficiency;

· The management of electronic waste ;

· The smart and sustainable cities;

· The smart water management.

Study Group 12 deals with the study of the operational aspects of the performance, the quality of service (QoS), and the quality of experience (QoE). Its scope of action covers users’ terminals, networks and services, the communication via fixed circuit switching networks and multimedia applications on the mobile and packet-switching networks. In a nutshell, this study group endeavors to build up standards for end-to-end performance in all types of networks, and notably in those based on the IP protocol.

Mr. Minister;
Ladies and Gentlemen;
Honorable Delegates;
In view of the importance of the topics addressed by these two study groups, and especially their impact on the future of telecommunications/ICT, I remain strongly convinced that your work will enable a breakthrough in the development of networks and services for the benefit of end users on all continents. Africa also has to play its part in this momentum; that is why your presence here is the strong testimonial for your determination to meet the challenge. I would urge you nevertheless to be more committed through your keen participation in the activities of ITU study groups in general, and those of TSB study groups 5 and 12 in particular in order to keep the flame alive. At the time when ITU is preparing the celebration of its 150 th anniversary on the coming May 27, those 150 years imprint, beyond the maturity of our common Organization, its commitment ever since to cater for its member countries and the sectorial members  for an information society still more inclusive. Therefore it is more than ever a paramount necessity to make the Information Society a shared thriving. In my view, not only does this share translate into the access of all to affordable telecommunications networks and services but it calls for the full participation of experts of all continents in the development of these networks and services for the wellness of all, while being mindful of the environmental sustainability. Your workshops, I am convinced, will help to translate this noble objective into practical reality on the ground.

With that, I wish full success to the workshops of the TSB study groups 5 and 12 of ITU and thank you for your kind attention.
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