
Glenn Parsons, Chair, ITU-T SG15

GLENN PARSONS is an internationally known expert in mobile 

transport and Ethernet technology.  He is a principal standards 

advisor with Ericsson Canada, where he coordinates standards 

strategy and policy for Ericsson, including network architecture for 

5G radio transport networks. Previously, he has held positions in 

development, product management and standards architecture in 

the ICT industry. Over the past number of years, he has held 

several management and editor positions in various standards 

activities including IETF, IEEE, and ITU-T.  He is currently 

involved with 5G transport standardization in IEEE and ITU-T and 

is the chair of ITU-T SG15 as well as the working group chair of 

IEEE 802.1 In addition, he is a member of the IEEE Standards 

Association Board of Governors, and the chair of the Public 

Policy Committee for IEEE Canada.  He graduated in 1992 with a 

B.Eng. degree in electrical engineering from Memorial University 
of Newfoundland.



ITU Workshop on “Future Optical Networks for 
IMT2030, AI, broadband and more"

Location:  Arcs de Seine, Paris
Date: 12 June 2025

Introduction to ITU-T SG15

Glenn Parsons
Ericsson Canada



The development of standards on: 

Topics

installation and 
maintenance

management

test

instrumentation 
and measurement

control plane
Areas

power utility network

optical transport network

optical access network

home network

Responsibility of Study Group 15

Technologies

equipment

optical fibers 
and cables

infrastructures

systems

to enable the evolution toward intelligent transport networks …
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Questions and Working Parties of SG15
Question 

Number
Question title

2/15 Optical systems for fibre access networks
3/15 Technologies for in-premises networking and related access applications
4/15 Broadband access over metallic conductors
5/15 Characteristics and test methods of optical fibres and cables, and installation guidance

6/15
Characteristics of optical components, subsystems and systems for optical transport 

networks
7/15 Connectivity, Operation and Maintenance of optical physical infrastructures
8/15 Characteristics of optical fibre submarine cable systems

10/15
Interfaces, interworking, OAM, protection and equipment specifications for packet-

based transport networks

11/15
Signal structures, interfaces, equipment functions, protection and interworking for 

optical transport networks
12/15 Transport network architectures
13/15 Network synchronization and time distribution performance

14/15 Management and control of transport systems and equipment

WP1

WP2

WP3

WP: Working Party



ITU-T SG 15 deliverables

• Work products:

• Recommendations

• Supplements

• Technical papers and reports

• Flyers

• Recommendation series



WP2                 WP3                WP1 

Total:  176

SG15 – activity and impact



G-Series Technical Report (GSTR)
International Optical Networks towards 2030 and Beyond 

(ION-2030)

• Summary

– describe the framework and overall 
objectives of the future 
development of International 
Optical Networks for 2030 and 
beyond (ION-2030), as well as the 
associated roadmaps and timelines

• Timing

– July 2026 agreement

• Topics
– Trends of ION-2030

• Motivation and societal considerations
• Application trends and drivers
• Technology trends, particularly in optical 

communication

– Usage scenarios of ION-2030
• Overarching design principles
• Key characteristics and features in optical 

systems and transport networks
• Key characteristics and features in optical access 

and in-premise networks

– Capabilities of ION-2030
• Considerations of standardization development
• Relationships
• Timelines
• Focus areas for further study
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