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The state of 
mobile internet 
connectivity in 
Africa
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Elements of 
coverage 
expansion
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Expanding 4G Coverage in Benin
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Operators have achieved 87% 4G coverage

They are expected to 
reach 90% under current 
market conditions

Policy reforms could 
increase 4G coverage by 
5 percentage points (to 
95%)

Infrastructure subsidy of $30 million could increase 
4G to 99% (compared to almost $40 million 
without policy reforms).

If 4G penetration could be 
increased to around 30-40% 
then operators would be able 
to achieve almost 99% 4G 
population coverage.

Source: GSMA and World Bank (2022), Using Geospatial Analysis to Overhaul Connectivity Policies: How to Expand Mobile Internet Coverage and Adoption in Sub-Saharan Africa

Subsidy

$30m



Extensive studies on universal service funds 
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Key performance challenges
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Measures to improve the 
effectiveness of USFs
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Thank you


