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Source: Tong, Micke. The Future of Cities Aspirations. 9 June 2015. What the Future of Cities Can Learn from Ancient Cities, Redshift by Autodesk. 
https://www.autodesk.com/redshift/the-future-of-cities/
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The New Urban Agenda

CORE PRINCIPLES 

Inclusive and equitable cities: 
Leave no one behind

Inclusive urban economies: 
capital agglomeration, 
circularity

Inclusive environments: 
biodiversity, clean energy, 
resilience



CORE VALUES

Participatory 
governance

People-centered

Planet protection

Prioritizing Long 
Term 

The New Urban Agenda



Economy: 
Cities agglomerate 80% of 
the wealth of nations, but 
unemployment is 
increasing, urban-to-rural 
causes

Environment:
-Cities produce up to 76% 
of emissions
-Improved connectivity 
can save USD3trn

4 Themes Affecting the Future of Cities

Geography & Space:
Buildings density and 

occupant density, urban 
sprawl, height, layout, 
size, compact vs large 



Source: Pinterest https://www.pinterest.com/pin/617767273860343714/



Questions to think about, as standardization professionals:

Examples:
How can we measure quality of life, i.e. examples:
• Number of people with an average commuting time of 15 minutes or less
• What kind of spatial indicators can we collect? 
• What kind of frontier technologies (AI, IOT, Big Data, etc) that can be adapted affordably using existing 

remote sensing technologies and available data to enhance city ability to collect and measure these 
indicators?

• How can cheaper, more affordable, low-cost measurement methodologies be proposed for cities in digital 
transition?


