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01 Who are we?

UN Agency for ICTs

The International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU) is the United Nations 

specialized agency for 
Information and Communication 

Technologies (ICTs) 

Promoting international 
collaboration for a 
connected world 

The world of ITU
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Timeline

1865
We were 
founded

1880
Invention 
of radio

1906
First SOS

1925
First TV 
broadcast

1932
New name: International 
Telecommunication Union

1957
Space age 
comms

ITU

The world of ITU
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Timeline

1969
Roots of 
Internet

1973
First mobile 
phone call

2003/5
WSIS/Bridging 
the Digital 
Divide

2010
Broadband 
Commission

2014
ICT innovation 
and Digital 
Inclusion

2015
150 years

The world of ITU
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193
MEMBER 

STATES 

+800
PRIVATE  SECTOR

ORGANIZATIONS 

124
ACADEMIA

The world of ITU

OUR NUMBERS

(as of August 2016)
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Our governance

The world of ITU
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Regional Offices

The world of ITU

760 staff, from 80 countries
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Three Sectors

Coordinating radio-frequency 
spectrum and assigning orbital 
slots for satellites

Bridging the digital divide

Establishing international standards

The world of ITU

‘Committed to 
Connecting the World’

ITU Radiocommunication

ITU Standardization

ITU Development
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ITU-R

RADIOCOMMUNICATIONS



Meet the sectors

ITU-R

Global management of radio-frequency 
spectrum and satellite orbits 

Ensures equitable and efficient use of radio-
frequency spectrum to accommodate huge 
growth in demand for spectrum

ITU-R coordination of orbital slots prevents 
radio interference and malfunctioning of 
satellite services

KEY
ROLE

05

The world of ITU
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STANDARDIZATION



05 Meet the sectors

ITU-T KEY
ROLE

We develop international standards (ITU Recommendations) 
that enable the interconnection and interoperability of ICT 
networks and devices

200 - 300 new 
international standards 
approved every year, with 
over 4,000 in use today

The world of ITU

STANDARDS enable global communications by ensuring ICT 
networks and devices speak the same language globally.
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ITU-D KEY
ROLE

Spread equitable and affordable access to 
telecommunications to help stimulate social and 
economic development

Build capacity in the application of advanced 
ICTs within enabling policy and regulatory 
frameworks

Help to ensure that people everywhere are 
empowered to reap the benefits that 
connectivity delivers

The world of ITU
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ITU Telecom World 2016

An annual event offering a platform for strategic 
debate, innovation-showcasing and networking
for the global ICT community

The world of ITU

Aim to help ideas go further, faster 
to make the world better sooner

Exhibition
• National Pavilions (including SMEs/innovation)
• Independent Stands (including SME/innovation)
• Pods and Meeting Rooms

Forum Collaborating in the Digital Economy



We allocate global radio spectrum and satellite orbits, develop the 
technical standards that ensure networks and technologies 
seamlessly interconnect, and strive to improve access to ICTs to 
underserved communities worldwide.
ITU is committed to connecting all the world's people – wherever 
they live and whatever their means. Through our work, we protect 
and support everyone's fundamental right to communicate.

ITU | Summary



www.itu.int


