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SSTL – The Company

• UK satellite manufacturer is 
owned by 99% Airbus Defence & 
Space 1% University of Surrey

• Since 1985, employing ~580 staff 

• Facilities in Surrey, Kent, 
Hampshire & Colorado
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Years+ in operation. 

6 Oct 1981 to date.

Share of global small 

satellite market.

Spacecraft launched per year Launches from 8 launch sites

Number of satellites 

currently operated or 

monitored from our 

Mission Control Centre

SSTL satellite years in orbit Longest duration SSTL 

satellite operating in orbit 

(years)

Lightest 

SSTL 

spacecraft 

(STRaND-1)

Heaviest 

SSTL 

spacecraft 

(GIOVE-A)

SSTL 

satellites 

launched

Number of SSTL constellations 

deployed and under contract 

(DMC, RapidEye, F7, DMC3, 

Kanopus)

Space Agencies formed SSTL space 

development 

and training 

programmes

Spin-out 

companies

Satellites in manufacture Payloads in manufacture

As at July 2014



The origins of the small sat revolution can 

be found in a desire to make space 

accessible to all.

Radio Amateurs were among the first to 

challenge the concept that space required 

big budgets



Small Satellites are not just 

about size. They are about the 

mind-set: an efficient solution to 

the problem of  access to 

space, in a cost and schedule 

efficient manner



It is a dynamic, 

creative and innovative 

community.

Obstacles exist to be 

overcome; nothing is 

impossible; challenges 

are welcome. 



Small satellites offer developing

nations access to a cutting edge

technological sector, while

making available a much needed

developmental aid



High temporal resolution 

needs many satellites. 

This in turns opens the 

door for near real time 

applications such as 

disaster monitoring on a 

continental scale



Monitoring of large, 

environmentally sensitive 

areas requires frequent 

visits, high quality data and 

persistence of service over 

several years.

The DMC has helped to 

monitor the loss of rain 

forest since 2004 



Development is accelerating: 

high resolution constellations of 

10s of small satellites and 

communication constellations of 

100s of small satellites are upon 

us. Super and Hyper 

constellations will dominate the 

coming years 



From “small” small 

satellites, to “large” small 

satellites they all need 

TT&C and on the case of 

EO satellites, very fast 

data downloads (>1Gbps).

Additionally many 

constellations will have 

inter-satellite links, radar, 

etc.



The challenge for all of us is how to ensure that this vibrant part of the space industry 

can grow and bring benefits to all. 

It will be challenging, and on occasions uncomfortable, but it is worthwhile!


