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What is Preface?
Preface helps to understand
• The content of the BR IFIC (Space services) DVD-ROM
• The SNS data
• Special section or PART Findings
• Symbols of Intergovernmental satellite organizations
• Symbols of Class of station/services
• Code used for Antenna patterns
• Number of Operating Agency
• Code used for remarks on publications

Preface describes the contents and the layout of BR IFIC (space services), and is also for 
use in consulting various SNS databases such as IFIC data, SRS data and so on. 



Preface (Space services)
• Distributed in the BR IFIC DVD-ROM in six

languages (English, French, Spanish, Arabic, 
Chinese and Russian) or download it from 
the SSD website:
https://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/space-preface/en

• Preface is requested to be updated regularly by 
the Radio Regulations.
Always look for Edition and New Changes

http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/space-preface/en


Contents of the Preface (Space services) (1)
Preface consists of 4 Sections.

1. Section I – General

2. Section II - Description of the BR IFIC and the 
Space   Radiocommunication Stations (SRS) 
database information

3. Section III - Description of the Space Networks 
System (SNS) 

4. Section IV - Reference Tables



SECTION II - Description of the BR IFIC and the Space Radiocommunication 
Stations (SRS) on DVD-ROM

• Chapter 1 - BR IFIC (Space Services)
• Definition of the BR IFIC
• PART I-S, PART II-S and PART III-S
• Appendix and Annex to the BR IFIC
• The Special Sections - currently in use
• The Special Sections – discontinued

• Chapter 2 - Cover pages of the PART I-S, II-S, III-S and                                                                        
the Special Sections currently in use

• Chapter 3 – SRS database information

Contents of the Preface (Space services) (2)



Contents of the Preface (Space services) (3)

• Chapter 1 - Details relating to the 
contents of the SNS data items 
published in Part I-S, II-S, III-S and the 
Special Sections of the BR IFIC

• Chapter 2 - Description of the format 
for electronic submission of graphical 
data related to satellite networks

SECTION III - Space Networks System (SNS) 



• Table 1A - Codes Designating Notifying Administrations
• Table 1B - Codes Designating Countries or Geographical Areas
• Table 2 - Intergovernmental satellite organizations
• Table 3 - Class of Station (data item C4a)
• Table 4 - Nature of Service (data item C4b)
• Table 5 - Symbols used to indicate the polarization (data item C6a)
• Table 6 - Radio astronomy station antenna characteristics (data item B6)
• Table 7 - Antenna radiation reference pattern (data items B3c, B5c and C10d5a) 
• Table 8 - Code for the reference body (data item A4b2)
• Tables 9 – 10 - Numbers not used

Contents of the Preface (Space services) (4)
SECTION IV - Reference Tables 
Reference Tables list codes and symbols 
- used for data items in AP 4 for administrations to designate characteristics of notified radio stations, and
- for the Bureau to indicate specific findings on publications. 

* Tables in Bold type are explained in following pages. 



SECTION IV - Reference Tables 
• Table 11A - Symbols used for coordination and agreement (data item A5/A6) (coordination phase)
• Table 11B - Symbols used for coordination and agreement (data item A5/A6) (notification phase)
• Table 11C - Symbols used for Appendices 30, 30A and 30B
• Table 12A/12B - Responsible administrations (data item A3b), operating agencies (data item A3a) and 

postal and telegraphic addresses of the administrations responsible for the stations
• Table 13A1 - Finding reference - Conformity with the Radio Regulations - symbols used in column 13A1
• Table 13A2 - Finding reference - Conformity with the procedures relating to coordination with other 

administrations or conformity with a Plan (world or regional) - symbols used in column 13A2
• Table 13A3 - Finding reference - Technical examination - symbols used in column 13A3
• Table 13B1 - Reference to a provision of the Radio Regulations or an Appendix thereto, or a Resolution of a 

World Radio Conference or a Regional Agreement - symbols used in column 13B1
• Table 13B2 - Remarks concerning Findings - symbols used in column 13B2
• Table 13B3 - Date relating to a review to be made - symbols used in column 13B3
• Table 13C - Remarks - symbols used in column 13C

Contents of the Preface (Space services) (5)



Typical Reference Table (1) - Tables 1A/1B

Ex. The entire territory of the Administration of AUS is 
represented by multiple codes: AUS, CHR, HMD, ICO, NFK

TABLE 1A: Codes designating Notifying Administrations 
TABLE 1B: Codes designating Countries or Geographical Areas 



Typical Reference Table(2) – Table 3 
Table 3: Class of Station (data item C4a)

Space Station

Earth Station

Earth Station 
Class of Station

Corresponding 
Space Station 
Class of Station

RA -
T5 E5
T6 E6
TA EA
TB EJ
TC EC
TD ED
TE (EI)
TF EF
TG EG
TH EH
TI EG
TJ EJ
TK EK
TL EF
TM EM
TN EN
TO EO
TQ EQ
TR ER
TT ET
TU EU
TW EW

Earth Station 
Class of Station

Corresponding 
Space Station 
Class of Station

TX EQ
TY EU
TZ EO
UA EI
UB EB
UD ED
UE EE
UF EC
UG EC
UH EH
UK EK
UM EM
UN EN
UO EC
UR ER
US EC
UT ET
UU EC
UV EV
UW EW
UY EY
VA EI



Typical Reference Table (3) - Table 7

Antenna radiation reference pattern can be 
consulted from the Antenna Pattern Library at:
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-
R/software/Pages/ant-pattern.aspx

Table 7: Antenna radiation reference pattern (data items B3c, B5c and C10d5a)

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-R/software/Pages/ant-pattern.aspx


Typical Reference Table (4) – Table 12A/12B

1. The information on Table 12A/12B can be 
used for 
• Capturing data items A3a and A3b in AP4 

when administrations submit a notice to ITU,
• Urgent communication on interference
• Commenting to a notifying administration

2. The list of operating agencies (data item 
A3a) is also used to create user accounts for 
e-Submission.

Table 12A/12B: Operating Agencies (data item A3a) and Responsible Administrations (data item A3b) 

3. All administrations are requested to keep 
the latest information on Table 12A/12B to 
communicate with other administrations 
smoothly.



Typical Reference Table (5) – Table 12A/12B
Table 12A/12B: Operating Agencies (data item A3a) and Responsible Administrations (data item A3b) 

4. Request the Bureau to update Table 12A/12B when a name of an entity, postal address, email 
address and telefax number of a responsible administration in your administration are 
updated.

• Please inform the Bureau of the updated information in your administration via e-
Communications or email (brmail@itu.int)

5. Request the Bureau to add a new operating agency to Table 12A/12B when a new code for 
data item A3a is necessary in submitting a notice to the Bureau.

• Please inform the Bureau of the name of a new operating agency to be added to Table 
12A/12B via e-Communications or email (brmail@itu.int), or

• A new operating agency can be added to Table 12A/12B when the information of a new 
operating agency is informed by the attachment attached to the notice submitted to the 
Bureau.

mailto:brmail@itu.int
mailto:brmail@itu.int


Thank you!

ITU – Radiocommunication Bureau
Questions to brmail@itu.int or Koichi.sumiyoshi@itu.int

mailto:brmail@itu.int
mailto:Koichi.sumiyoshi@itu.int
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