
 

Resolution 609 (Rev.WRC-07) Consultation Meeting  

Terms of Reference (MOD, Abuja, October 2018) 
 

The World Radiocommunication Conference, Geneva 2003 (WRC-03), adopted 

Resolution 609, whereby Consultation Meetings should be held on a regular basis to 

achieve the level of protection for ARNS systems foreseen in resolves 1 of that 

Resolution. Resolution 609 was modified by the World Radiocommunication 

Conference, Geneva 2007 (WRC-07). 

The following terms of reference, based on Resolution 609 and Recommendation 608 

(WRC-03), as adopted by the first Resolution 609 (WRC-03) Consultation Meeting (8-9 

December 2003, Geneva) and modified by the second Resolution 609 (WRC-03) 

Consultation Meeting (2-4 June 2004, Ottawa), third Resolution 609 (WRC-03) 

Consultation Meeting (14-16 June 2005, Munich), fourth Resolution 609 (WRC-03) 

Consultation Meeting (24-26 September 2006, Bangalore), fifth Resolution 609 

(Rev.WRC-07) Consultation Meeting (13-15 May 2008, Xi’an),  eighth Resolution 609 

(Rev.WRC-07) Consultation Meeting (21-23 September 2011, Geneva), and 15th 

Resolution 609 (Rev. WRC-07) Consultation Meeting (2-4 October 2018, Abuja), will 

apply to direct the functioning of future Resolution 609 (Rev.WRC-07) Consultation 

Meetings:  

1.  Consultation Meetings will be held on a regular basis between administrations 

operating or planning to operate systems in the radionavigation satellite service (RNSS) 

in the 1164-1215 MHz band, in order for them to agree cooperatively to ensure that the 

equivalent pfd level produced by all space stations of all RNSS systems does not exceed 

the level of protection of ARNS systems specified in resolves 1 of Resolution 609 

(Rev.WRC-07), taking into account resolves 3 and 4 of Resolution 609 (Rev.WRC-07). 

The Radiocommunication Bureau is to participate in the Consultation Meetings in order 

to observe carefully the results of epfd calculations, and to carry out the functions 

assigned to it in instructs the Radiocommunication Bureau 1 and 3 of Resolution 609 

(Rev.WRC-07). Administrations operating or planning to operate systems in the 

aeronautical radionavigation service (ARNS) in the 1164-1215 MHz band should 

participate, as appropriate, in the discussions and determinations to be made by 

administrations operating or planning to operate RNSS systems.  

2.  The convener and vice convener will be appointed for a period of three meetings 

(including meetings by correspondence).  The convener, with the assistance of the vice 

convener, will be responsible for:  

- organising the work to be conducted during the Consultation Meetings,  

- drafting a record of each Consultation Meeting, for discussion and approval by 

the participants at the end of each meeting, 

- posting the approved record on the Resolution 609 Forum page within the ITU 

web site,  
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- communicating to the Radiocommunication Bureau, through his/her 

administration, the results of the epfd calculations performed at each Consultation 

Meeting, beginning with the second Consultation Meeting, for publication in the 

International Frequency Information Circular (IFIC),  

- calling for the next Consultation Meeting, in accordance with the schedule and 

venue adopted by participants during the Consultation Meeting, 

- coordinating work between Consultation Meetings, as needed.  

3.  At the beginning of each Consultation Meeting, beginning with the second 

Consultation Meeting, a list of those RNSS systems with frequency assignments in the 

band 1164-1215 MHz that meet the criteria listed in Annex to Resolution 609 

(Rev.WRC-07) will be drawn, following the provision of adequate documentation by the 

notifying administration of candidate RNSS systems.  

4.  There is no precise showing that administrations providing evidence of guaranteed 

funding arrangements under No. 3 of the Annex to Resolution 609 (Rev.WRC-07) should 

require from their subject systems in order to authenticate evidence of compliance with 

this criterion.  Nevertheless, the evidence should be of equivalent weight and substance to 

clear evidence of binding agreements for the manufacture or procurement, and launch, of 

satellites that is specified under No. 2 of the Annex to Resolution 609 (Rev.WRC-07). 

5.  Where multiple ITU filings correspond to a single operating or planned RNSS system 

or network, and where one or more of those filings refer to RNSS systems listed under 

§3, the filings will be treated as a single operating or planned RNSS system or network 

for purposes of performing the epfd calculations.  The notifying administration or 

administrations involved shall identify the subject filings to the participants.  Compliance 

with this section shall be without prejudice to the status of the filings for purposes of 

Articles 9 and 11 of the Radio Regulations.    

6.  The RNSS systems listed under §3 (taking into account §5, where appropriate) will be 

taken into account in the calculation of the aggregate epfd, provided that the notifying 

administrations share with other such administrations the technical characteristics of their 

systems.  These characteristics should be representative of intended or actual operating 

characteristics, and thus may be different from those characteristics that may be included 

in the corresponding Article 9 and/or Article 11 filings.   

7.  The Radiocommunication Bureau will use the characteristics provided in Article 9 

and/or Article 11 filings to determine whether the pfd level in recommends 1 of 

Recommendation 608 (Rev.WRC-07) is exceeded by any space station of the 

corresponding RNSS systems, and to report the findings of this determination to the 

participants in the Consultation Meeting.  

7bis. Administrations are also invited to determine whether the pfd level in recommends 

1 of Recommendation 608 (Rev.WRC-07) is exceeded by any space station of the 

corresponding RNSS systems, using the characteristics provided pursuant to § 6, and to 

report the findings of this determination to the participants in the Consultation Meeting. 

8.  The methodologies and the reference worst-case ARNS system antenna pattern 

contained in the most recent version of Recommendation ITU-R M.1642 will be used by 

participants for calculating the aggregate epfd produced by all the space stations within 
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all RNSS systems in the band 1164-1215 MHz listed under §3  (taking into account §5, 

where appropriate).  

9.  In the absence of an ITU-validated epfd calculation software that could be used for the 

calculation of the epfd produced by each RNSS system in the band 1164-1215 MHz, 

administrations will use their own software to calculate the epfd produced by each RNSS 

system separately, noting that the aggregation of all systems can be performed from these 

results without a specialized software tool.  They are invited to provide the 

Radiocommunication Bureau and all participants to the Consultation Meetings with 

access to their software. 

10.  At each Consultation Meeting a tentative date will be scheduled for the following 

meeting, which date shall be set taking into account resolves 7 of ITU-R Resolution 609 

(Rev.WRC-07).  The deadlines established in §§ 11(a), 11(b), and 11(c) below (see also § 

12) shall be calculated for the tentatively-scheduled meeting, and shall be included in the 

Record of Decisions of the current Consultation Meeting.   

a.  If, four months before the tentatively-scheduled meeting, no new or updated 

information under §§11(b) and (c) on RNSS systems has been made available by any 

notifying administration on the Resolution 609 Forum page within the ITU web site, the 

Convener will announce that the date of the next Consultation Meeting will be tentatively 

rescheduled to a date that is 12 months to the week after the end of the tentatively 

scheduled Consultation Meeting.  The Convener’s announcement shall be posted to the 

Resolution 609 Forum page within the ITU web site, and shall include the new deadlines 

established in §§ 11(a), 11(b), and 11(c) below (see also § 12) as calculated for the 

tentatively-rescheduled meeting.  This process shall be repeated, as often as necessary, 

until new or updated information is timely submitted pursuant to §§ 11(b) and (c). 

b.  Once new or updated information under §§11(b) and (c) on an RNSS system 

or network has been made available by any notifying administration on the Resolution 

609 Forum page within the ITU web site, the Convener will hold informal consultations 

to establish the location and date of the rescheduled meeting.  Once these arrangements 

are established, the Convener will announce the date and location of the next 

Consultation Meeting.   The starting date of the Consultation Meeting shall be no later 

than four months after the tentative starting date of the most recently-scheduled 

Consultation Meeting.  The Convener’s announcement shall be posted to the Resolution 

609 Forum page within the ITU web site, and shall include the new deadline established 

in § 11(d) below as calculated for the rescheduled meeting.  Information timely provided 

pursuant to §§ 11 a), b) and c) in advance of a tentatively-scheduled meeting in 

accordance with this § 10 is not to be resubmitted in advance of the meeting scheduled or 

rescheduled pursuant to this § 10 b). 

11.  For purposes of § 10, the following deadlines shall be established and met with 

respect to the provision of information: 

a. Five months in advance of the first day of the tentatively-

scheduled Consultation Meeting, the BR should provide all the 

participants in the most recent meeting with an up-to-date list of 

Article 9/11 filings for RNSS frequency assignments in the 1164-

1215 MHz band. 
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b. Four months in advance of the first day of the tentatively-

scheduled Consultation Meeting, administrations submitting 

evidence of system/network satisfaction of the criteria in the 

Annex to Resolution 609 (Rev.WRC-07) should provide that 

information to all administrations on the list provided by the BR 

in a) above, with a copy to the BR for information.  For each 

system or network for which an administration submits evidence 

of satisfaction of the criteria in the Annex to Resolution 609 (Rev. 

WRC-07), the submitting administration is to also state whether 

the frequency assignments to the system or network in the 1164-

1215 MHz band have been brought into use or are anticipated to 

be brought into use within 18 months after the start of the 

tentatively-scheduled Consultation Meeting.     

c. Four months in advance of the first day of the tentatively-

scheduled Consultation Meeting, administrations submitting 

evidence of system/network satisfaction of the criteria in the 

Annex to Resolution 609 (Rev.WRC-07) should provide to all 

administrations on the list provided by the BR in a) above, with a 

copy to the BR for information, data in the agreed format (see 

Attachment 1 to the Record of Decisions of the last Resolution 

609 (Rev.WRC-07) Consultation Meeting), taking into account §6 

above. 

d. Starting two months in advance of the first day of a Consultation 

Meeting that is scheduled or rescheduled pursuant to § 10 b) 

above, administrations that have provided data pursuant to c) 

above, including administrations that meet the requirements of § 

12 below, should exchange with each other, with a copy to the BR 

for information, the details of their calculations of the aggregate 

epfd produced by all such systems, with a view to finalizing the 

results at that Consultation Meeting.  

12.  Administrations that have submitted materials pursuant to §§ 11 b) and/or c) to one 

Consultation Meeting, and have had the subject RNSS system or network reflected in the 

aggregate sharing determination agreed by a Consultation Meeting, need not resubmit the 

same information to a subsequent Consultation Meeting under the timetable established 

in §§ 11 b) and/or c), provided that: 

a.   The subject network or system remains on the list to be provided 

for the subsequent Consultation Meeting by the BR under § 11 a) 

above; and  

b.   The administration that submitted the information provides to all 

administrations on the list provided by the BR in § 11 a) above, 

with a copy to the BR for information, on or before the deadline 

established under §§ 11 b) and c) for the subsequent Consultation 

Meeting, a statement that there have been no material changes in 

the information previously provided under §§ 11 b) and/or c) for 
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the subject system or network.  A statement under this § 12 b) 

may include an update on the bringing-into-use status of 

frequency assignments in the 1164-1215 MHz band to a 

geostationary satellite network and/or a non-geostationary satellite 

system that has been brought into use or is anticipated to be 

brought into use within 18 months after the start of the 

tentatively-scheduled Consultation Meeting, as well as updates on 

relevant ITU references and the technical contact person.  

13.  To the extent practicable, all submissions of information should be made in 

electronic format, and posted by the administration onto the Resolution 609 Forum page 

within the ITU web site, in a folder established to hold materials for the Consultation 

Meeting in question.  For purposes of §§11 b) - d) and §12 b), such a posting by an 

administration satisfies the obligation to provide the corresponding information to all 

administrations on the list to be provided by the BR under § 11 a), with a copy to the BR 

for information.  In the event that an electronic posting is not practicable at the desired 

time, an administration may send a fax of its submission to the BR to establish a date and 

time of receipt, and shall post the submission onto the Resolution 609 Forum page within 

the ITU web site at its earliest opportunity.  

14.  At each Consultation Meeting, beginning with the second Consultation Meeting, a 

report containing the results of aggregate sharing determinations made in application of 

resolves 2 of Resolution 609 (Rev.WRC-07) shall be agreed by participating 

administrations operating or planning to operate systems in the radionavigation-satellite 

service (RNSS) in the 1164-1215 MHz band.   

15.  If the report generated pursuant to §14 above shows that the level of protection of 

ARNS systems specified in resolves 1 of Resolution 609 (Rev.WRC-07) would be 

exceeded, a second report containing the results of aggregate sharing determinations 

made in application of resolves 2 of Resolution 609 (Rev.WRC-07), but taking into 

account only satellite networks and systems using frequency assignments in the RNSS in 

the 1164-1215 MHz band that have been brought into use as of the date of the then-

ongoing Consultation Meeting or that are anticipated to be brought into use within 18 

months after the start of the then-ongoing Consultation Meeting, shall be prepared.   

16.  In the unlikely case that calculations leading to the aggregate sharing determination 

pursuant to §14 and/or §15 above are not able to be agreed during a particular meeting, 

the report shall so indicate, as appropriate, and be provisionally approved, subject to 

modification by correspondence (limited to those issues identified by the meeting) among 

the participating administrations within 30 days after the conclusion of the subject 

Consultation Meeting.  The provisionally approved report shall become final after 30 

days, unless it is agreed to be changed on correspondence.  The final report for the 

meeting shall be communicated to the BR in the manner contemplated in §2 above as 

soon as is practicable following the completion of the subject Consultation Meeting. 

 


