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WRC-15 Agenda item 1.1

The availability of spectrum for mobile 
broadband applications over the next 

10 to 15 years and the potential effects 
on broadcasters in the Caribbean



The importance of broadcasters

•Safeguarding access to information, 
freedom of expression

•Preservation of culture

•Promotion of socio-economic 
development

•Mitigation of and recovery from 
disaster



Broadcasters’ use of spectrum

Making programmes

• Wireless cameras and wireless microphones in 
production e.g. PMSE

• Satellite news gathering 

Distributing programmes

• Terrestrial – Television as well as radio on 
shortwave, medium wave, FM or digital radio

• Satellite – radio or DTH

• International distribution systems via satellite to 
local transmitters



Broadcasters’ consideration of IMT

World Broadcasting Unions:

Technical Committee

- DTV

- Satellite Distribution Systems

ISOG

- C-band



BBC services in the Americas



BBC concerns about C-band



Interference to BBC C-Band 
reception in Jamaica

• BBC World Service has held an FM radio licence for five 
relays in Jamaica since 2002

• Since June 2010, C-Band satellite reception of Intelsat 805 
at the BBC FM relay at Coopers Hill, Kingston, Jamaica, has 
had interference 

• BBC has visited Coopers Hill site to try and resolve 
interference by changing LNBs and installing C Band filters 
with assistance from RJR, our partner in Jamaica

• Only solution was to install an FM off-air receiver and 
rebroadcast the programmes from our Orcarabesa relay –
but now seeing increased interference there as well



Interference to BBC C-Band 
reception in Trinidad and Tobago



WBU–ISOG Position on 
C-band



WBU-TC Position on DTV 
Broadcasting & Satellite

DTV: No change to spectrum allocations at 
UHF frequencies (470 – 694/698 MHz)

C-band: No change to the spectrum 
allocations

- C-band (3.7 – 4.2 GHz) or 

- Extended C-band (Fixed Satellite Service)



CBU position

“…Contiguous spectrum should be allotted 
in the bands assigned to the broadcast 

service to allow for the robust delivery of 
high-quality media content, data and 
signalling that meets or exceeds the 

capabilities of current fixed and mobile 
reception and display devices.”



www.caribroadcastunion.org

http://www.caribroadcastunion.org/

