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Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I am very pleased to welcome you to the ITU Workshop on Radio Spectrum for 
IMT-2020 and beyond: Fostering Commercial and Innovative Use.  

Let me start by thanking the CITC of Saudi Arabia for all their efforts to organize 
this event and put together such a remarkable line-up of speakers from all 
regions and industries. 

This workshop could not have happened in a better moment. Indeed, at the 
recently held WRC-19, we have harmonized additional frequency bands for IMT, 
to implement 5G. And a few days ago, we have adopted a worldwide common 
technology standard, the IMT-2020 standard. These are major achievements of 
the entire ITU community.  
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This workshop is part of a series of events that will analyze the impact of the 
implementation of IMT-2020 around the world. There are exceptional 
opportunities offered by IMT-2020 or 5G in this very specific moment that can 
enable the development of new applications that rely on high connectivity of 
people and machines. 

This event will kick-off by exploring the view of regional representatives on key 
spectrum management goals, principles, challenges, and best practices. It will 
then move to national approaches towards spectrum management. These 
approaches strive to meet the demand of all sectors and radio services, and 
include exclusive access to spectrum, as well as open access to spectrum 
resources and spectrum trading.  

The following day, we will explore the many goals of spectrum policies. From 
providing certainty and promoting investments, to fostering higher spectrum 
utilization, from building a digital infrastructure to accommodating the needs of 
industries. We will see how new licensed and unlicensed mechanisms can 
enable the coexistence of multiple users and technologies, and how both public 
and private networks can respond to the demand of the various verticals.  

Ensuring fair access to spectrum is not an easy task. National spectrum 
managers must consider the requirements of all radiocommunication services, 
whether 5G and other emerging wireless technologies or other radio services, 
such as broadcasting and satellite services. In some cases, new radio 
technologies compete for spectrum resources on one hand, but on the other, 
they complement and depend on each other to provide seamless connectivity 
to the end user. 

Finally, we will dive into the low, mid, and high bands already identified or under 
study for IMT-2020 and beyond. We will look into these bands from 3 
perspectives: that of IMT users; the one of other new technologies, such as Low 
Power Wireless Lan, High Altitude Platforms, Wi-Gig, New Radio Unlicensed; and 
lastly through the lenses of incumbent users, such as Digital Television 
Broadcasters, and Satellite Services. We will also look into how the new entrants 
can protect incumbent services. 
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Dear colleagues, 

 

Before ending my brief opening remarks, I would like to leave you with two 
thoughts that I believe are of utmost importance: 

The first one regards connectivity and digital divide. As you know, our goal in the 
ITU is to connect everyone, everywhere. And achieving 100% connectivity will 
likely take a mix of technologies and approaches, including both terrestrial and 
space-based services, mobile and fixed, licensed, and unlicensed, involving 
public and private networks. Therefore, I believe a holistic approach is what will 
enable us to achieve our goal. 

The second thought relates to the broader range of radiocommunication 
services, some of which do not yield revenues from spectrum auctions, or might 
not have a visible commercial significance, but nevertheless are invaluable to a 
nation. For example, broadcasting services transmitting information about 
healthcare; and earth exploration satellite-services being used to monitor the 
forests, oceans and the atmosphere of the earth and providing early warnings 
to vulnerable populations. So, all services, whether commercial or not, need to 
be considered by the national spectrum regulatory authorities when developing 
a long-term spectrum plan. 

 

I hope you enjoy this event and thank you very much for taking part in it. 

 

Thanks for your attention. 

 

 

 


