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Mobile industry commitment to UN SDGs 

The mobile industry has moved from being a luxury service provider in an analogue 

economy to providing the foundations of all interactions in the digital world: 

“We as an industry are supporting 
these goals, and by supporting 
these goals we can steer this planet 
into a more resilient, inclusive and 
sustainable path”   

- Mats Granryd, MWC keynote 2016 
 

The MWC keynote announcement 
makes Mobile the first Industry to 
come together with a commitment 
to support the SDGs 

 



3 

The positive impact of mobile in Africa 
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Mobile sector contribution to the Digital Economy 
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Growth of mobile broadband 
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Mobile industry making SDGs come true 



Potential for  mobile broadband in Africa 
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725 million unique subscribers 

            4.5 million jobs  

 
 

$20.5 billion to public funding 

7.6% of GDP (or $210 billion) 

 

 

Mobile in Africa by 2020 



The mobile industry vision 
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Industry Purpose SDG Impact Accelerator 

INCLUSION 

Connecting 

Everyone 

Scaling networks and access: expanding the global mobile network 

footprint and connecting subscribers to voice and data services 

INNOVATION 

Connecting 

Everything 

Innovation: creating new ways to enhance the quality of connectivity 

and ease of access; and innovating mobile-enabled platform services to 

meet sustainable development needs (e.g. mobile identity and M2M). 

INFLUENCE 

A Better 

Future 

Policy and partnerships: contributing to sustainable development 

policy alongside governments and agencies, both as an industry and 

together with other partners. 



The challenge 
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• Achieving continued mobile sector growth will 

be difficult - access and affordability are critical 

customer-side constraints; requires technical 

and commercial innovation + policy changes to 

address sustainably 
 

• Slow rate of digital transformation in the light of 

the radical and transformational demands of the 

SDGs 
 

• Digital divide is skewing impact – uneven 

distribution of progress on SDGs along 

geographical lines 
 

• Current reach and utility offered by mobile 

networks not being exploited to its fullest 

potential 
 

Many of these challenges are 

being addressed by individual 

operators but the key to 

success is working together as 

an industry, with the right third 

parties, including the UN, to 

harness the potential 



The SDG commitment and call to action 
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The mobile industry is resolute in its ambition to create to a 

#BetterFuture and commits to: 

• Partner with the UN to develop a road map for the 

mobile industry, with an initial focus on humanitarian 

assistance; 
 

• Become a lead advocate of SDG impact reporting 

and sustainability principles, including the UN Global 

Compact ten principles; 
 

• Utilise the industry’s convening power to drive further 

SDG engagement and commitment. 
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Read more on mobile industry impact on SDGs 

 

http://www.gsma.com/betterfuture/wp-

content/uploads/2016/09/_UN_SDG_Report

_FULL_R1_WEB_Singles_LOW.pdf 
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