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AI Debrief for RCs and UNCTs
Tuesday ,15 September | 11:00-12:30 CEST
A special session on recent developments and UN processes related to artificial intelligence will be held. The event will be organized by ITU, with the support of the UN Digital Transformation Group for Europe and Central Asia.
July 2026 marked an important moment for global discussions on AI and digital cooperation, with several major UN-related processes and events taking place in Geneva. These included the inaugural Global Dialogue on AI Governance, the presentation of the preliminary report of the Independent International Scientific Panel on AI, the AI for Good Global Summit and the annual WSIS Forum.
The inaugural Global Dialogue on AI Governance, held on 6–7 July 2026, marked the launch of a new process established by the UN General Assembly to provide an inclusive platform for Member States and stakeholders to discuss international cooperation and key issues related to AI governance. It was facilitated by the UN SG, supported by a joint secretariat consisting of the coordinators ITU and UNESCO, and ODET, with the active participation of the UN System through the UN Interagency Working Gorup on AI. The Dialogue was organized around discussions on AI opportunities and implications, bridging AI divides, safe, secure and trustworthy AI, and human rights. Its first session also featured the presentation of the preliminary report of the Independent International Scientific Panel on AI, providing a scientific basis to inform the discussions and the broader process.
Held back-to-back with the Dialogue, the AI for Good Global Summit took place from 7–10 July 2026 and brought together governments, international organizations, industry, academia, civil society and the technical community to explore how AI and emerging technologies can support sustainable development. Organized by ITU in partnership with UN entities and other stakeholders, the Summit provided an opportunity to connect discussions on AI governance with practical applications and innovation.
These events took place alongside the WSIS Forum 2026, highlighting the growing links between the WSIS process, the implementation of the Global Digital Compact and the emerging global architecture for AI governance. The processes initiated and advanced in Geneva will continue in the coming years, including through future sessions of the Global Dialogue on AI Governance and the continued work of the Independent International Scientific Panel on AI. The next Global Dialogue is scheduled to take place in New York in May 2027.
This session will provide Resident Coordinators and UN Country Teams with an overview of these recent developments, the key outcomes of the Geneva meetings, and the processes that will follow. Discussions will help situate the different AI processes within the broader UN agenda and provide an opportunity to consider their relevance for cooperation with countries and support for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.
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