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ITU Regional Development Forum for Europe (RDF-EUR)

Information and Communication Technologies for attaining
Sustainable Development Goals
organized by the International Telecommunication Union with the support of the

National Authority for Management and Regulation in Communications (ANCOM) of Romania and
cooperation with the European Conference of Postal and Telecommunication Administrations (CEPT)

22-23 May 2023
Timisoara, Romania

Remote participation at http://itu.int/go/RDF _EUR 23
(Meeting held back-to-back with Com-ITU of CEPT - 24-26 May 2023)

Please note that submitted information will be presented during the RDF-EUR P2C Roundtables and
it will also be reflected on the pledging platform of the Partner 2 Connect Digital Coalition.

CONTRIBUTION FORM

ORGANIZATION: MINISTRY OF DIGITAL GOVERNANCE, GREECE
FOCAL POINT: Ms. Sophia PAPATHANASOPOULOU, Head of Broadband Unit

email address: s.papathanasop@mindigital.gr

phone number: +30-210 9098891

TITLE: Possibility for Greece to apply for the candidacy of an ITU Innovation Center with focus on
Space

DESCRIPTION OF ACTION: [Provide a brief description up to 500 words]

The upcoming ITU Regional Development Forum for Europe (RDF-EUR) 2023, scheduled to take
place on May 22-23 in Timisoara, Romania, will be an important moment for Greece to present its
contribution in relation to Regional Initiative 5 on Digital innovation ecosystems.

Greece is interested to explore the opportunity of hosting the ITU Innovation Center, to help
Greece accelerate the country's digital transformation. Particularly hosting the ITU Innovation
Center would help Greece to catalyze it's energy towards the important field of space technology.

The ITU Innovation Centers form part of the Innovation and Entrepreneurship Alliance for Digjital
Development, which is an initiative aimed at fostering digital innovation and entrepreneurship for
national, regional, and global impact. The centers work to integrate Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) innovation into national development agendas and build local
capabilities in these areas.

The ITU Innovation Center in Greece, if established, would leverage the country's strengths in
telecommunications and digital technologies already existing in the country, and would allow to
stimulate innovation, entrepreneurship, and job creation in the field of space technology. Through
the Center, Greek organizations could gain strategic foresight, knowledge, and competencies to
nurture digital innovation in space and showcase the potential of the country's technological
ecosystem to regional and global markets.
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The proposed focus on space technology aligns with the growing importance of this sector in
Greece and globally. Space technologies play a critical role in the ICT sector, especially in satellite
communications, and could be a key component of Greece's ITU Innovation Center. This focus
could help Greece position itself as a leader in space technology within the digital transformation
landscape.

The National strategy for Space, defined in the Space Law 4508 of 2017 and the National Digital
Governance 2020-2025, includes the following:

1. Strengthening national security especially on space development infrastructure.
2. Development of the Greek space industry.

3. Space data and development of relevant applications.

4. Support Space Research and Innovation.

The Greek Space Governance is shown in the diagram below.

[ Parliament

Greek Government ]4—

{ Nanona! Space Council \
’ o e, i
Ministry of \L Jl Ministryof | ]

\__ Defence J‘i ’1 6::::1“ J‘
!

General Secretariat for
Tolocommunications and
Post

T TR

Wireless Communications,
56 and Space Directorate

Hellene
National

Meteorological Sarellite Services and

e Infrastructure Difice

}

B i g =oes ]

’ NATO, EDA, )' sumsrw‘ lc,,,.,m.., e | ’ m ‘ luncopuos

Y

EUSC

Figure 1: Greek Space Governance

Greece welcomes the opportunity to explore initial discussion with ITU on hosting the ITU
Innovation Center on space, with the ambition to position Greece as a regional leader in the
integration of space technology and digital development. This endeavor aligns with Greece's
existing strengths in telecommunications and its strategic objectives in digital transformation,
offering a promising opportunity to enhance Greece's position in the global digital economy.

COUNTRIES in FOCUS: [Name countries to be impacted by this action]
Greece

YEARS of IMPLEMENTATION: [Tick the relevant boxes or delete the irrelevant items]
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12023
2024
2025
RELEVANT ITU REGIONAL INITIATIVE: [Tick the relevant boxes or delete the irrelevant items]
L] EUR1: Digital infrastructure development
L] EUR2: Digital transformation for resilience
L] EUR3: Digital inclusion and skills development
[J EUR4: Trust and confidence in the use of telecommunications/ICTs

EURS: Digital innovation ecosystems

Please find more information on the ITU Regional Initiatives 2023-2025, as defined by WTDC-22,
here.

RELATED ITU-D PRIORITIES AS DEFINED BY THE ITU WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION
DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 2022

U Affordable connectivity
Digital Transformation

O Enabling policy and regulatory environment
Resource mobilization and international cooperation
O Inclusive and secure telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development

Please find more information on the ITU-D Priorities, as defined by WTDC-22, here.

RELATED ITU PRIORITIES AS DEFINED BY ITU PLENIPOTENTIARY CONFERENCE 2022
[ Spectrum use for space and terrestrial services
O International telecommunication numbering resources
O Inclusive and secure telecommunication/ICT infrastructure and services
Digital applications

O Enabling environment

Please find more information on the ITU Priorities, as defined by PP-22, here

RELATED WSIS ACTION LINE: [Tick the relevant boxes or delete the irrelevant items]
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https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Regional-Presence/Europe/Documents/Events/2023/0522-23%20-%20RDF/WTDC-Regional_Initiatives_for_Europe.pdf
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1 C1: The role of governments and all stakeholders in the promotion of ICTs for
development

] C2: Information and communication infrastructure
[J C3: Access to information and knowledge

C4: Capacity building

] C5: Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs

[] C6: Enabling environment

C7: ICT applications

[] C8: Cultural diversity and identity, linguistic diversity and local content
LJ C9: Media

] C10: Ethical dimensions the Information Society

X

C11: International and regional cooperation

RELATED SDG: [Tick the relevant boxes or delete the irrelevant items]
[0 SDG 1: No Poverty [0 SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities

SDG 2: Zero Hunger [0 SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities(] SDG 11:

Sustainable Cities and Communities
SDG 3: Good Health and Well- being

[1 SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and

SDG 4: Quality Education Production

O SDG 13: Climate Action

SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation [ SDG 14: Life Below Water

SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy

O

O

O

1 SDG 5: Gender Equality
O

- [ SDG 15 Life on Land
O

SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic

[0 SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong
Growth

Institutions

X SDG 9: Industry, Innovation and
Infrastructure

1 SDG 17: Partnerships for the SDGs
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