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National child online safety assessment for GEORGIA

Executive Summary

Little is more important in life than protecting our children from harm. Today, their world
exists as much online as it does physically, however those responsible for protecting children
are often blinkered and oblivious to this. Whilst protecting children is everyone's
responsibility, given the variety and complexity of actors, technologies and agencies as well
as opportunities and threats, the establishment of a national strategy that drives coordinated

activities an imperative

Following preparatory desktop research and a series of online surveys grganised in
cooperation with the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia,
interviews were completed with a range of stakeholders that play an important role on the
field of Child Online Protection, the following key challenges and recommendations were
concluded. This activity and report was provided by the ITU and conducted by SWGfL
between September and December 2018 to inform a national Child Online Protection strategy

for Georgia.
In terms of the primary challenges, it was concluded that:

® There is a low public awareness of online risks and harms with an apparent need for
further raising the awareness and educating the general public on global online
threats and oppartunities.

The specialists and professionals that are working with children as well as F l

.
don’t have a proper level of support, understanding and knowledge of issues ¢
child online protection issues and dangers. Nﬁl/gr‘a/(ﬁl/c

e Asitis in the most of the world, online bullying is a significant challenge in Oling ety g,
Whilst there may be isolated local responses, there is little common underst
coherent response to online bullying.

e The scope and availability of Illegal Child Abuse Content in Georgia

thoroughly researched and actions to prevent access should be undertak

Nat

In contrast to these challenges, Georgia is not without activity in this area. T'
and effort are constructive however they typically remain incoherent and unc

Seven key recommendations of this report are to:
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