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Masaryk University

▪ founded: 2,019

▪ staff: 5,700

▪ faculties: 9

▪ students: approx. 30,000

Teiresias Centre

▪ founded: 2,000

▪ staff: 40 + 100 

▪ reg. students now: 550

▪ students up to now: 2,300
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Accommodation and Catering (1963)
Faculty of Arts (1919)

Masaryk University

Institute of Computer Services (1994)

Support Centre for Students 
with Special Needs – Teiresias (2000)

Rector's Office

Faculty of Law (1919)

Faculty of Medicine (1919)

Faculty of Sciences (1919)

Faculty of Education (1946)

Faculty of Social Studies (1998)

Faculty of Informatics (1994)

Faculty of Economics (1991)

Faculty of Sport Studies (2002)

Centre for International Cooperation
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Teaching and Counseling 
Serv.

Pedag. counselling

Special curricula

Special courses

Services for daily studies

Lifelong learning

ICT Services

Public study rooms

Information Accessibility Services

Digital documents

Tactile documents

Texts

Publishing House

Graphics, maps

Talking documents

Assistance

Test adaptation

Special teaching 
rooms

Developing AT

Spec. ICT courses

Video documents

Hybrid documents

Digital documents

Tactile documents

Texts

Library

Graphics, maps

Talking documents

Video documents

Hybrid documents

Courses and tests 
interpreting

Interpreting special 
courses

Translation and 
interpreting

Translating written 
documents into SL

Speech visualisation

Speech-to-text 
reporting

Note-keeping

Psychological counselling

Technical services

Orienteering

Personal Assistance

Information services

Accommodation and 
boarding
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Teiresias Centre – Statistics
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Teiresias Centre – Activities on Development of AT

○ Blind Friendly Maps – automatic generation of data for tactile maps

○ BlindMoose – math editor for blind

○ BUF – Braille conversion and typesetting system

○ CoUnSiL – system for remote interpreting of sign language

○ Daleth – search aggregator of libraries providing accessible documents

○ Dictio – Czech sign language and Czech language dictionary online

○ DysTest – Battery of diagnostic tests of specific learning difficulties

○ Hybrid Book – Documents with synchronized multimedia content

○ Lambda, ChattyInfty – math editors for blind (Czech localisation)

○ Polygraf – Access to speech-to-text reports and content of presentation screen

○ Speekie – Wireless access to audio descriptions, verbal interpreting etc. (extension of the app)

○ Virtual Guide to Accessibility of Buildings
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http://hapticke.mapy.cz
https://www.teiresias.muni.cz/science-research-and-development/development/bm
https://www.teiresias.muni.cz/veda-a-vyzkum/vyvojove-aktivity/buf
https://www.teiresias.muni.cz/counsil
https://www.teiresias.muni.cz/knihovni-brana
http://www.dictio.info
https://www.teiresias.muni.cz/dystest
http://www.teiresias.muni.cz/hybridbook
https://www.teiresias.muni.cz/en/mathematics-for-blind
https://www.teiresias.muni.cz/polygraf
http://guide.teiresias.muni.cz


Teiresias Centre – Activities on Development of AT

○ Daleth – search aggregator of libraries providing accessible documents
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https://www.teiresias.muni.cz/knihovni-brana


Daleth – search aggregator of accessible documents

▪ connecting several libraries which provide accessible documents

▪ searching their metadata in one UI

▪ sharing methodology of cataloguing among the providers

→ compatibility of the metadata

▪ documents themselves are not shared

www.teiresias.muni.cz/daleth
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https://www.teiresias.muni.cz/daleth
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Teiresias Centre – Services on Accessibility of Documents I

1. dispatching of demands

▪ based on syllabi and info provided by teachers

▪ based on student’s requests

2. acquiring source of a digital document

▪ mainly obtaining a source file of various technical quality

▪ OCR

▪ etc.
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Teiresias Centre – Services on Accessibility of Documents II

3. adjustments, adaptations, revisions

▪ change of file format

▪ adjusting of document structure (structure, order, semantics…)

▪ adaptations of graphics

Teiresias Guidelines of Adjustments to Accessible Documents

3. publishing in library catalogue and online storage

▪ standalone digital documents

▪ Hybrid Books (with narrated voice and sign language translation)

▪ enlarged printed and tactile documents

11

http://www.teiresias.muni.cz/download/Guidelines_(2007).pdf
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Accessibility of Documents in Higher Education I

Documents in focus (learning materials are usually):

▪ books, monographs, textbooks…

▪ series publications (scientific journals, proceedings…)

▪ teacher’s presentation documents, audio/video documents

▪ extracts of documents, notes etc. provided by teachers ad hoc

▪ documents used at examinations

▪ other online resources

▪ accessibility of techniques collaboration on documents

▪ physical objects as matter of courses
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Accessibility of Documents in Higher Education II

Some other facts:

▪ physical vs. digital documents

▪ open access vs. licensed databases

▪ many interfaces for publishing and sharing documents

▪ complexity of content

▪ task of searching resources is complex (no ease of find)

▪ weaker editorial (revisory) procedures are applied

▪ extreme variety of formats…

→ digital paradox
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Digital Paradox

▪ digitally issued documents prevailed printed (physical) ones

but

▪ although they are digital, their accessibility is not getting better
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Thank you for your attention.

Svatoslav Ondra

Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic

Support Centre for Students with Special Needs

ondra@teiresias.muni.cz
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