
G
O

O
D

 P
R

A
C

T
IC

E
S

 F
O

R
 A

C
C

E
L

E
R

-

A
T

IN
G

 D
IG

IT
A

L
 T

R
A

N
S

F
O

R
M

A
T

IO
N

 

Innovation Track

@ WSIS Forum

innovation.itu.int

SESSION 2

GOOD PRACTICES FOR ACCELERATING DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION 

1

Taïssa Thierry Chaves 
Founder and President 
Women in Digital Switzerland

How Expert Communities Work as Catalyzers 
for Digital Transformation 

@taissatchaves 
@wdswitzerland
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womenindigitalswitzerland.com

Womenindigitalswitzerland 

@wdswitzerland 

Company page & group: 

Women in Digital Switzerland

Basel, Geneva, Lausanne, St. Gallen, Zurich, Zug 



G
O

O
D

 P
R

A
C

T
IC

E
S

 F
O

R
 A

C
C

E
L

E
R

-

A
T

IN
G

 D
IG

IT
A

L
 T

R
A

N
S

F
O

R
M

A
T

IO
N

 

Innovation Track

@ WSIS Forum

innovation.itu.int

W
O

M
E

N
 I
N

 D
IG

IT
A

L
 

S
W

IT
Z

E
R

L
A

N
D

3

6%
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TALENT
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CONNECT
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SHARE
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INSPIRE
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DIVERSITY
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Lu Zhang 

Geneva co-Organiser

Liz McCreary

Basel  co-Organiser

Lorraine Chandler

Basel co-Organiser
Janina Kursteiner

St Gallen Co-Organiser

Andrea Meyer 

St Gallen Co-Organiser

Franziska Walder

Zurich co- Organiser Jennifer MacLeod 

Multimedia producer

Ellen Von Essen

Lausanne co-Organiser

Clarissa Patrianova Valaeys 

Instagram coordinator 

Taissa Thierry Chaves

Founder & President
NAtachaGajdoczki

General Secretary & Co-Founder

Kelly Hungerford 

Vice President & Co-Founder

Jenya Lavicka

Basel co-Organiser

Gillian Millar

Basel co-Organiser
Christy Blum

Zurich co-Organiser
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ONLINE
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CONFERENCES
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MEETUPS
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Blockchain

Big Data

AI
Coding UX

IoT

VR & AR
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2’000 members 

8 conferences 

125 meetups 
6 cities
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Mentoring

Visibility

Digital proficiency

Thought leadership
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• Executive Committee 

• 20 volunteers 

• Not-for profit 

• Each city has city leaders for organizing 
meetups

• Other volunteers have operational roles 
like digital marketing, administration, 
sponsoring, communications, etc. 

• Promote the presence of women in the 
tech sector in Switzerland 

• Connect, Share, and Inspire 

• Increase thought leadership and 
innovation in the tech sector in 
Switzerland

• Foster smarter diversity in the tech 
sector

• Work on key topics like education, 
bringing awareness to success stories 
by women in the tech sector  

• Monthly meetups in 6 cities

• Meetups topics focus on expertise, 
thought leadership. All meetups topics 
must have relevant business 
implementation 

• Meetups are held in English to better 
connect all languages areas in 
Switzerland 

• Our meetups allow participants to 
connect and gain confidence in public 
speaking through practice 

• Conferences by top executive female 
speakers in the tech sector 

• Knowledge and best practices sharing 

• Promotion of our members professional 
expertise through our platforms 

• Reverse mentoring 

• Newtorking and community building 

• Strategic partnerships: expert 
organizations and women’s led 
organizations 

• Not for profit

• Paid Memberships

• Events 

• Community donations 

• Sponsorships and partnerships 

• More than 2’000 members 

• 8 conferences, 125 meetups 

• Increased visibility of female experts in 
the tech sector through our website and 
social platforms 

• Through knowledge sharing and 
mentoring we increased the digital 
proficiency of hundreds of women 

Women in Digital Switzerland (WDS) – Switzerland 

The purpose of WDS is to promote the presence of women in the digital sector 
through thought leadership, innovation and community building. Our monthly 
meetups in 6 Swiss cities allow us to share knowledge and best practices in 
digital. 
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