Distinguished colleagues and guests,

Allow me to start by welcoming you to Romania. It is an honour for us to host the ITU Regional Development Forum for Europe on “Broadband for Sustainable Development” and it is my sincere belief that your presence here will create the framework for fruitful discussions and sharing of experiences and best practices related to the use of ICTs for development. 

I would also like to extend  my compliments to Mr. Sanou and to congratulate the ITU high officials for the elections that took place in Korea last year, and to express my appreciation to the ITU staff for their hard work and dedication demonstrated during the plenipotentiary conference.

As you know, Romania will be a member of the ITU Council for the next 4 years.  It is an honour for my country to hold this position within the ITU and we are committed to continue to be actively and consistently involved in the development and implementation of global policies and regulations that are within the scope of the ITU mandate and that will contribute to ensuring an efficient use of ICTs in achieving the sustainable development goals.  
ICTs have increasingly become key enablers of sustainable development; technologies are now part of the day-to-day lives of more and more people around the globe, and they contribute not only to the economic development of our society, but also to social, cultural and even political progress. As ICT continue to evolve, so do their benefits for the human kind. But with benefits and opportunities also come challenges – challenges in ensuring wide availability of technologies and addressing the digital divide, in promoting digital literacy, in minimising the risks that are inevitably associated with the use of technologies, and so on.  It is therefore crucial to address these permanent challenges through international cooperation and to dedicate our efforts to working together in order to create an enabling environment for innovation and growth, while ensuring the availability of  capacity building opportunities and the development of sustainable bioeconomy solutions.

Enhancing human capabilities for leading a healthy life, for continuously enhancing their knowledge,  and for fostering their creativity is a key element for economic growth and for social, cultural and political development worldwide.

In this regard, it is essential to identify and enhance the necessary steps for the development of and sustained investments in broadband infrastructures and network access infrastructures, as these are proving to become the backbone for the provision of efficient and effective electronic government , education and medical services, especially in remote areas, for increasing the transparency of governmental activities, for developing appropriate solutions to address disaster recovery, mitigation and response and for enabling the exercising of  human rights.

In order to contribute to a sustainable development, we need to ensure accessibility, equal treatment and access for all, and to encourage people to develop their capabilities to use the new technologies, through education and capacity-building programmes for building new skills and abilities.

We need to continue to develop modalities for efficient and effective use of ICTs for the benefit of the society at-large,  by turning our attention not only to science, but especially to people and their real needs, by raising the number of jobs created, and most importantly, by taking into account the distribution of the earned income and the reduction of poverty and discrepancies currently existing between regions and groups around the worlds.

In terms of policies and regulations, these should be stable and predictable, while being aimed at promoting competition and investments, encouraging innovation and deployment of next-generation networks and applications of high quality and standards, and most importantly of all, offering security and safety to users without affecting their fundamental freedoms  and human rights (such as privacy and freedom of expression).

We all agree that technologies are evolving really fast and we must be ready, open and willing to keep up with its evolution, and to address together the challenges that may arise.
Maybe you' ve already found out that soon, in May, Bucharest will be the host of a Regional Cybersecurity Summit, where 19 countries from this part of Europe are invited to attend. The co-organizer of this important event are the United States of America through the Embassy in Bucharest and the Department of Commerce. As you are aware, cybersecurity means also secured communications. Therefore I am hopeful that we will have the honour of welcoming again in Bucharest the high-representatives of your countries in order to debate this important subject.
I would like to thank you all for your attention and to invite you to continue to work together towards building a worldwide knowledge based society for sustainable development, and to strengthen the multistakeholder model by making actors and processes more inclusive, transparent and accountable, consistent with fundamental rights and democratic values.

I would also like to thank to the National Authority for Management and Regulation in Communications of Romania for their continued support and involvement and to wish you all good luck and success in your work activities. I am sure the follow-up of this meeting will be as remarkable as always.
