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WSIS Debrief for RCs and UNCTs
Tuesday, 8 September | 15:00-16:00 CEST | Online
A special session on the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) process will be held. The event will be organized by the ITU, with the support of the UN Digital Transformation Group for Europe and Central Asia.
In 2025, the World Summit on the Information Society underwent its 20-year review. Building on a system-wide and multistakeholder process involving ITU, UNESCO, UNDP, UNCTAD, UN DESA, the Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD), the Regional Commissions and other stakeholders, the review took stock of progress since the adoption of the WSIS outcomes and determined the way forward for the information society.
A major milestone in the process was the WSIS+20 High-Level Event, which took place in Geneva in July 2025. The process culminated in the High-Level Meeting of the UN General Assembly in December 2025, which adopted the outcome document of the WSIS+20 Review. The outcome reaffirmed the continued relevance of the WSIS vision and Action Lines, while setting the direction for the next phase of implementation and follow-up.
An important aspect of this next phase will be ensuring greater coherence across the different global processes and commitments on digital cooperation, including between the WSIS process and the Global Digital Compact (GDC). In this context, the United Nations Group on the Information Society (UNGIS) has an important role to play in strengthening policy coherence and programme coordination across the UN system. Following the WSIS+20 Review, UNGIS was requested to develop a joint implementation roadmap to strengthen coherence between WSIS and the GDC. The roadmap was presented at the 29th session of the CSTD in 2026 and will help guide coordination and follow-up across the UN system.
This session will provide RCs and UNCTs with an overview of the WSIS process, the key outcomes of the WSIS+20 Review, and the next steps in its implementation. Discussions will explore the evolving digital landscape, highlight the links between WSIS, GDC, and other digital cooperation processes, and look at how strengthened UN coordination can support digital transformation at regional and country levels.
The session will also provide an opportunity to discuss how these global processes can inform cooperation with countries and support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, as the WSIS process moves towards its next overall review in 2035.
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